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The

program

comes at a time
when there is a
growing demand for
nurses with training in
critical thinking,
problem solving, and
communication

skills,

as well as more
in-depth science
training in areas
such as chemistry.

Joint nursing and health sciences
program agreement signed
Sally Jongsma

O

n September 7, officials fro.m Dordt
College and St. Luke's College of
Nursing and Health Sciences held a
news conference in Sioux City to announce a
joint nursinglhealth sciences program. The
agreement enables students to receive a'Dordt
four-year bachelor's degree that combines a
health sciences major with an associate of science degree in nursing from St. Luke's.
Students who enroll in the new major will

spend their first year at Dordt, taking general
education courses and chemistry. In years two
and three, students will be enrolled in St.
Luke's nursing program but will take a series
of seminar courses and a cross-cultural course
at Dordt and live on campus. In year four,

health sciences majors will again take all of
their courses at Dordt and participate in an
intensive clinical practicum in an area health
care facility.
"The newest of Dordt's curricular initiatives reflects the college's continuing efforts
to provide an education

"

in which theory and

practice are integrally related," says Dr.
Rockne McCarthy, Dordt's vice president for
academic affairs. "This unique program will
give students the theoretical

and practical

knowledge to fulfill lives of Christian service
in contemporary

society:'

According to McCarthy, the new program
fills a need for both institutions.
associate

of science

It offers an

in nursing degree and a

B.A. to Dordt students, and it provides
quality students for St. Luke's. The program
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comes at a time when there is a growing

demand for nurses with training in critical
thinking, problem solving, and communication skills, as well as more in-depth science
training in areas such as chemistry. St. Luke's
officials expect the program to draw some of
their incoming students as well.
McCarthy points out that the new program
is primarily meant to serve students who
would typically pursue a two-year nursing
degree and therefore would not benefit from
general education courses or more in-depth
courses offered in a four-year college program. Since more than sixty percent of nurses
nationally have only a two-year degree,
Dordt's new program should serve both students and the nursing profession. Students get
their B.A .• offering them the opportunity to
develop skills sought by employers and nursing organizations and at the same time
increase their options for career advancement.
In addition, they get hospital-based training,
giving them more hands-on experience than
many two-year nursing programs do. Better

Health sciences majors will take chemistry in their flrst year.

trained nurses will benefit not only the health
care profession but, more importantly, patients.
Students in the program will receive a St.
Luke's associate of science degree after their
third year, at which point they can take the
National Council Licensure Examination and,
upon passing, become licensed as registered
nurses.
McCarthy is careful to point out, however,
that the new program does not offer a bachelor of science in nursing (B.S.N). Dordt will
help students consider their career options
and encourage those who want a B.S.N. to
transfer after two years to institutions like
Trinity Christian College in Chicago or
Augustana in Sioux Falls so they can get their
B.S.N, he says. If students not interested in a
B.S.N. program now want to pursue such a
program in the future, they could do so by
taking a limited number of courses in a
/

degree completion program. Many such programs are designed to accommodate nurses
who are working full-time.
Dr. Willis Alberda, who was instrumental
in setting up the agreement with St. Luke's.
notes that persons who enroll in the health
sciences major will be able to take advantage
of the expanding opportunities available in
health care. "The hospital-based program of
St. Luke's gives students a comprehensive
hospital environment experience," he says.
Dr. Del Vander Zee, professor of biology,
adds. "What is interesting about the program
is that it prepares students for a variety of services in health care." He expects that graduates of the new program will follow the
record of other Dordt graduates in health
service professions who have excelled in their
fields because they not only learned the more
continued on page two
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professionals

who work out of a

Reformed perspective, who have the
necessary

degrees and experience,

and

who wish to teach would be a significant challenge.
Given all of these factors, the college

The new program
is primarily meant to

is moving ahead with the joint pro-

gram. Although the curriculum has

serve students who

been laid out for the four-year program,
some work still needs to be done. At
present McCarthy's office is coordinat-

would typically pursue

ing the work of fleshing out the semi-

a two-year nursing

nar courses on issues in nursing that

will be offered at Dordt during years

degree and therefore

two and three. Plans are to offer a
course on Cross-cultural Issues in
Urban and Rural Health and courses on

would not benefit from

topics related to the field of

general education
courses or more
in-depth courses
offered in a four-year
college program.

"

Officials from St. Luke's and Dcrdt held a press conference in Sioux City to announce the new agreement.

New program offers B.A.
and 2-year nursing degree
continued from page one
technical

scientific

information

they needed,

nursing-topics
such as caring, selfcare, and care management. The cross-

cultural course. which will also fulfill
Dordt's cross-cultural

requirement,

will

explore issues that affect caring for people of

other ethnic groups and what Christian and
other organizations
these concerns.

are doing to deal with

During the final year at Dordt, students will

education that Dordt offers and would like to

enroll in a Nursing Capstone Practicum

stay in this area of the country. For as many

that

but also learned to think, speak, write, and

years, Dordt has debated the pros and cons of

has students working in a local health care
facility and managing a client load with all of

organize ideas welL

a B.S.N. degree.

its duties and responsibilities.

While St. Luke's is not guided by a

But such a degree has never

The final inter-

been judged to be a prudent choice, says
McCarthy. To meet licensing requirements, a
B.S.N. requires six full-time faculty and an

U.S. health care, including the role of govern-

life that complements Dordt's. The institution

administrator.

and ethical issues in health care professions.

takes Christian values seriously and many of
its employees are Christian. The institution
does not practice euthanasia or allow abortions.

considerable number of students be enrolled
in the program. And according to McCarthy.
that might not be so easy. Despite the demand

Reformed world view, it does share a
commitment to service and a commitment

to

The new program may bring to an end a
discussion that has been revisited periodically
at Dordt. For years, parents and constituents
have expressed interest in a nursing program

at Dordt because they appreciate the kind of

It would also require that a

for nurses, many who once might have gone
into nursing today may choose from a range
of other health care professions, including

training to be doctors. And staffing a nursing
program would be a challenge. Finding seven

disciplinary

seminar will address issues in

ment and insurance,

as well as psychosocial

Dordt's president. Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, is
also enthusiastic about the program. "This is
what parents and students have been wanting
for years," he says. Freshmen entering Dordt

in the fall of 2001 will be the first to officially
begin college as health sciences majors. For
more information
the admissions

about the program, co tact

office .

•

Reformed colleges and Reformed believer
an recent address. David M. O'Connell,
president of The Catholic University of

I

America, asserted that "the religious character or identity of the religious college .. .is

only possible if the sponsoring religion or reli-

roots was almost unanimously identified as the
greatest threat to the vitality of any religious

gious group exercises

college, no matter what its background.

a direct influence upon

[the 1 operations and activities [of the college
in a way that] is demonstrable."
I thought the statement was quite remarkable
when I heard it. In fact, the entire conference
at which Father O'Connell's address was presented probably was one of the most remarkable gatherings I've had the privilege to attend.

Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

Over eighty academic leaders from across the

Without

strong,

vibrant, Reformed
churches from which
to
to

range of faith-based colleges had gathered at
Harvard University to discuss "The Future of
Religious Colleges." Perhaps most remarkable
of all, almost all the speakers, whether Roman
Catholic, Mormon, Nazarene, Methodist,
Mennonite,

or Reformed, agreed that you can't

really have a religious college unless there is a
close tie between that college and a vibrant
worshiping community that adheres to the

draw, Dordt is likely

same aims and purposes as the college.

find that prospective

nized religious education won't work. Trying
to shape a college or university as generically

students won't come,

religious is a recipe for disaster as far as these
academicians and historians were concerned.

future faculty won't
be nurtured, and
potential donors won't
be interested.
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tion, it is his responsibility to stay within the
tradition of the university. Separating a faithbased college from its doctrinal/ecclesiastical

And so these leaders agreed that homoge-

If you're Lutheran, you'd better emphasize that
If you're Baptist, emphasize
that you're Baptist. And if you're Reformed,
you ought to be glad to be so and to say so.
you're Lutheran.

Anyone who has read my editorials over the
past four years won't be surprised to discover

how much I appreciated this broad-based and
scholarly confirmation of what I have tried to
assert in this column. It was encouraging to
realize anew that it's not necessarily arrogant
to believe that remaining true to our Reformed
heritage is central to the mission and vitality of
our college. The crucial nature of loyalty to
our foundational convictions is a simple reality

dom, and the covenant character of the Spirit's
leading of his people. Without strong, vibrant,
Reformed churches from which to draw, Dordt
is likely to find that prospective students won't
come, future faculty won't be nurtured, and
potential donors won't be interested.
Second, even if churches remain historically

Reformed, they could start to lose interest in
sustaining colleges

that share their vision.

Dordt College was begun by Reformed
Christians who believed that what they confessed on Sunday needed to be lived out educationally on Monday. The lesson that many
North American colleges have learned is that
even some very traditional denominations

and

shared by others from other heritages as well.
But what did trouble me about this experi-

religious groups have decided that their colleges should be able to make it on their own.
However, as President O'Connell pointed out,

ence was a haunting question that hung over

confessing

much of the conference. What if the community that started and nurtured the college no

colleges through active participation, governance, and support. If Reformed believers

longer cares deeply about these same convictions and principles? How can a college or

ever come to lose interest in Dordt College,

university maintain its religious vitality if its
supporting community loses its own enthusiasm for the principles and values that underlie

probably will lose what the Harvard
Conference termed our "nee-Calvinist" verve
and enthusiasm for Christ-centered, biblically
directed higher education.
Again, frequent readers of this column are
well acquainted with Dordt College's commitment to maintaining a distinctively Reformed

the college's

mission?

When I think about Dordt College, it strikes
me that this threat to our college's

mission

could develop in one of two ways.

communities

need to shape their

we may be able to survive as a college,

First, it could happen that the Reformed
community of faith in North America might

academic community.

start to lose interest in being Reformed.

but we

At the same time, the

commitment of a college president, faculty,

fessedly secular professor at Boston College

lege such as Dordt to maintain its historic prin-

and staff will never be enough in themselves
to maintain our faith-shaped character. To
remain the Reformed college we are commit-

and author of an October cover story in The
Atlantic magazine about evangelical scholar-

ciples without the support of a believing, wor-

ted to being, Dordt College also needs the

shiping community

ship, concurred. According to Wolfe, even as
a secular person teaching in a Catholic institu-

living all of life in light of the authority of
God's Word, the sovereignty of Christ's king-

continuing direction, correction, support, and
dedication of the entire community that shares

Even conference

~==="""""""""""""""iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

speaker Alan Wolfe, a pro-

In

such a case it would be pretty hard for a col-

that is enthusiastic

about

/

our "Voice."
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Wireless laptops COOleto the library
Sally Jongsma

S

tudents who study in the library can now
take a laptop computer to their carrel or
almost anywhere else in the library and
do research for a paper, write an essay, or check
the card catalog. The library purchased three
wireless laptops to add to their bank of computers this summer to assess how useful wireless
technology would be on Dordt's campus.
The library was a good place to put the new
computers, says Librarian Sheryl Taylor.
During the hours that it is open, the library has
the highest computer use of any place on campus. And the library has the most constraints
for adding computers. Because it is an old
building, wiring for even the number of
machines housed there now has created difficulties for computer services staff. Plus, space
is an issue. There simply is no room to add
another group of computers in the present facility. The wireless laptops make all of those
issues irrelevant, says Taylor.
Purchased with a challenge grant offered by
the Iowa College Foundation, the laptops seem
to be working out well according to the library
staff. They are eqnipped with Windows 2000,
exactly the same software as the library tenninals, says Taylor.

"The only difference is that
students have to find the on-off
switch," says Taylor with a chuckle.
Students who wish to use the
laptops check them out from the
front desk and must stay in the
library with them. They can check
them out for as long as four hours.
The library has two antennae that
are connected to the campus network, and each laptop has its own
antenna to connect to the library
ones.
"If someone is in a back corner
hidden behind the stacks they might
have a slightly worse connection,"
says Taylor, but otherwise they
work as well as the terminals.
As the semester progresses, use of
the laptops is increasing. All computers on campus get progressively
busier as the weeks go by, and,
daily, more students are becoming
aware of the wireless option. At this
point each one is checked out at
least twice a day. Taylor expects to
have three or four more laptops in
the library next semester.

The wireless laptops offer convenience for students and solve a space problem for the library.

Retreats help freshmen start off on the right foot
Care Miedema DeHaan

E

ating disorders. Modesty and sexual
purity. Godly relationships. Freshman
students confronted these issues headon at the freshman retreats held Friday
evening to Saturday morning. The retreats,
one for freshman men and one for freshman
women, were organized by the residence life
staffs of North and East Halls, the freshman
residence halls on campus. Freshmen were
required to attend.
The retreats came on the heels of freshman
orientation held August 26-29. While orientation activities focused primarily on the academic aspect of college life, the freshman
retreats encouraged students to consider relational and spiritual issues.
The idea of a freshman retreat was conceived last spring by Bob Taylor, the resident
director of North Hall. Taylor, a 1999 graduate of Dordt, has been involved in residence
life ministry since his sophomore year. He
wanted to confront his male residents with
the falsehood of certain stereotypes about
women and men, stereotypes that often cause
men and women to bring out the worst in
each other.
Taylor and his resident assistants had asked
the female residence life staff of East Hall to
organize a prayer vigil during the male
retreat. But after the staff understood Taylor's
motives for the retreat, they decided to organize a retreat for the female freshmen as well.
They perceived that the struggles of some
East Hall women, with issues such as immodesty, eating disorders, and sexual impurity,
were related to what they thought would get
attention from their male peers.
The male retreat took place at New Life
Reformed Chnrch in Sioux Center. Taylor
and one of his resident assistants gave short
talks that alternated with small group discussions led by male upperclassmen. Besides
speaking pointedly about drug and alcohol
use and men's views of women-how men
interact with women and think about them,
inclnding such topics as pornography-Taylor
spoke to the freshmen about needing, as he
put it, "a grace-led, intentional walk with
God in order to be what we're called to be,

Fall 2000

in order to flee from those sins and many
others."
"Our retreat was not a warm fuzzy retreat,"
Taylor admitted. "We didn't want to distract
the freshmen with entertainment. But our
desire was to show the guys the power of
God. Our message was meant to be encouraging: 'God wants us to be free!' The whole
point of the retreat was to help freshmen
recognize that they're not alone and that they
can work together."
The female retreat took place in the recreation center on campus. Although the freshman women were given time to play games,
form a back rub chain, and do other relaxing
activities, the main focus of the retreat was
the theme, "Daughters of the King."
Brandie Ochsner, community advisor of
East Hall and a senior independent studies
major, said, "We wanted the freshman
women to understand that their worth comes
from their relationship with God, not from
what men or other females think of them."
Upperclass women spoke about finding contentment in God and pursuing godly relationships characterized by patience, passion, and
purity.
Many of the upperclassmen involved spoke
highly of the retreats. even wishing there had
been such an event when they were freshmen.
Shari Wubben, a junior psychology major,
spoke to the freshman women about needing
inner beauty. She was also a small-group
leader. "The retreat was a good thing,"
Wubben said. "A lot of the girls said it was
very applicable to them. They were encouraged because of the female issues that were
addressed. The most important thing my girls
said to me is that they were challenged to
love themselves. They said it's easy to love
their girlfriends, but loving themselves is
more difficult."
Joel Schreurs, a pre-sem junior who led
one of the small groups at the male retreat,
commented, "The freshmen retreat was a
good, proactive step taken by the North Hall
staff to challenge freshmen men to make
choices about who and what they will be
serving throughout their college careers and
beyond."
Nick Sjaarda, a senior agriculture-business

major. agreed. "What I was really impressed
by was the way the retreat addressed some
tough issues that many students face. By taking on those issues right off the bat, it
encouraged freshmen to start their time here
at Dordt on the right foot."
The retreats seem to have made a difference. Concerning East Hall, Ochsner said,
"My sense is that the girls have been more
open to talk about their struggles than in past
years-relationships with guys, depression,
anorexia and bulimia, walks with God that
aren't as good as they should be."
Taylor has also seen changes in the atmosphere of North Hall. "There's an openness
about discussing personal issues that I've
never seen before."

o

ur retreat was not

a warm fuZZY retreat.

"

DORDT COLLEGE
preparing leaders in Christian education

On-line graduate course offered
Ednc 500 - Intro to Graduate Research in Education
The course will run for fifteen weeks, beginning
January 15,2001, and will follow our regular
campus calendar which ends the week of May 7, 2001.

Course Description:
Introduction to the search, retrieval, and review
of educationalliterature,
including the use of the
Educational lnfonnation Center (ERIC) database.
The course also deals with basic statistical concepts
and the APA format for writing research papers. The
purpose of the course is to prepare students to research,
analyze, and interpret educational literature and to
become familiar with the writing requirements
associated with graduate-level course work.

Master's Degree
Complete a master's
of education degree
in K-12 curriculum
and instruction

in

For a more detailed overview of the course, interested students can visit the tentative syllabus on-line at
www.dordt.edulhomepages/rickJed500syllabus.htm

as few as three
summers.

Formal registration for Educ 500 will begin at
the end of November. For more information and to
register, contact:

DORDT COLLEGE

Graduate Edncation Office
Phone:800.343.6738 option #4
e-mail (m_ed@dordt.edu).

Sioux Center, Iowa 51250

toll free: 800-343-6738
local: 722-6236
email.m-edtsdordt.edu

/
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Oklahoma! is a learning forum for psych students
very time Simon du Toit directs a theater
production at Dordt College, he sends out
an e-mail to his colleagues, describing
the play's plot and themes and inviting them to
incorporate the production into their curriculum.
When du Toit announced to the faculty that
he would be directing the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical Oklahoma! this fall, psychology professor Sherri Lantinga was
crestfallen. "I've always been open to incorporating a play into my social psychology course,"
said Lantinga, who sees theater as an ideal way
to examine human interaction, particularly
social norms and roles. "But I hate musicals,"
she admitted.
Lantinga's enthusiasm was revived when du
Toit admitted he dislikes musicals too. "Then I
knew there was hope," she laughed. After a few
close readings of the musical and conversations
with du Toit, Lantinga developed a plan to
incorporate Oklahoma! into her fall curriculum.
Oklahoma! tells the story of two young people who are desperately in love but won't admit
it to each other, creating complications for every
character in the story.
Du Toit and Lantinga put aside their dislike
of musicals for different reasons. Du Toit first
became intrigued with Oklahoma! while
researching its historical context. He learned
that when the musical was first performed in
March 1943, the audience-including whole
groups of World War II soldiers-was left in
tears. It became clear that the musical captured
something essential about being American. "The
show is unapologetically optimistic," du Toit
commented. "People today tend to dismiss it,
but in the I940s, people needed that unabashed
optimism."
Du Toit designed the Oklahoma! set in a way
that took the audience back in time and encouraged them to watch the musical mindful of its
historical context. Du Toit hoped that his efforts
"helped early 21 st century cynicism move past
the idea of tfie playas a cheesy melodrama. Du
Toit's set was reminiscent of 1940s poster style,

E

Dr. Murat 'Ianyel and senior
engineering students find that the
new digital oscilloscopes help
them work more efficientlr.

Electronics lab
is refurbished

E

T he new
machines will allow
students to do more
manipulations more
efficiently in a more
creative environment.

"
Dordt ranks
high on U.S.
News list
Dordt College is among
the top Midwestern liberal arts
colleges, according to the U.S.
News & World Report's 2001
ranking of "America's Best
Colleges." Dordt's overall
reputation score jumped two
points, and the college
remains listed in 17th place
among the 135 regional liberal
arts colleges in the Midwest.
Dordt holds the highest ranking among liberal arts colleges
in Northwest Iowa. The only
other Iowa college ranked
higher than Dordt in this category is Simpson College at
number eight.
This is the eighth time that
Dordt College has appeared in
one or more of the U.S. News
lists.
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ngineering majors returned to a significantly updated electronics lab this fall. In
place now are new digital oscilloscopes
replacing the analog ones that have been used
since 1983. According to Dr. Douglas De Boer,
the new machines will allow students to do
more manipulations more efficiently in a more
creative environment. They put Dordt students
on the cutting edge of new technology.
De Boer is particularly excited about the fact
that the department was able to replace the analog machines with digital ones that include
knobs and buttons, as the analog ones did,
instead of menus and mice. Until this past year
me only affordable digital oscilloscopes were
menu driven, which, from a teaching point of
view, says De Boer, is not very helpful.
"Students need the controls to be able to
understand what they are doing," he says. The
new apparatus expands greatly what students
can do in their labs and designs. Not only can
they take infinitely more measurements as they
are working, they have most of what they need
at their fingertips. To save a screen now, they
simply send it to the networked computer at the
station. Before, they had to use a special
polaroid camera to take a picture of the screen
to preserve it and use it in another context.
"The data can be manipulated and easily
incorporated in a spreadsheet or word-processing document," says De Boer. Students are able
to do automated testing of their designs to verify
that they perform as they should. Adding ethernet cards to connect students to the internet from
their work station has further simplified the process. They can now easily obtain data from manufacturers that they might need for their designs.
In addition to the new oscilloscopes, the
lab has also been equipped with LabVIEW, a
graphic programming environment for programming automated tests and for simulating electronics systems. Lab VIEW is widely used in
electronics industries.
"The exposure our students get to this program makes them more immediately productive
at their first engineering jobs," says De Boer.
De Boer is already seeing a change in his students as a result of the new lab equipment.
"There's more motivation and joy in their
work because it allows them to be more creative," he says. They can try more options
easily and quickly and find their mistakes faster.
"I see more' Aha' moments," he adds.
The new lab equipment was purchased with a
$25,000 grant from the former Prince
Corporation, now Johnson Controls, 10
Holland, Michigan.

and the front lobby featured a collection of
World War II memorabilia.
What drew Lantinga to the musical was its
portrayal of gender roles and norms. "Gender is
the first thing you notice about people. It comes
up in all interactions," said Lantinga. She was
fascinated by the way the young men and
women interact in the musical, conforming-or
not conforming-to certain stereotypes.
Lantinga's goal for the psychology assignment was a worthy one. "I wanted my students
to see that social psych is not just something in
a book. It's real life," she explained. "I often ask
people to write weekly journals, but this was
another way to do it. They'll remember a concept longer if they see it in the world around
them. A play is not quite the real world-it's
more controlled-but I think it accomplished the
same thing."
Du Toit was grateful that Lantinga tackled
the project. "The most problematic aspect of the
show for me was how gender roles are played
out," he admitted. "I don't feel altogether right
about having Ado Annie sing 'I Just Can't Say
No!' It's not the kind of image I want to portray
to a young adult audience." Du Toit continued,
"Sherri asked students to take a different look at
male and female roles."
Lantinga's social psych students went to at
least two performances of the musical and
reflected on issues such as: What does it mean to
be a man or a woman? How does Oklahoma.'
portray sexuality? What persuasion techniques
are used by men and women? Are there stereotypical roles? Are any of the relationships among
the characters normative?
Lantinga's plan encompassed more than her
social psychology class. She met with the
Oklahoma.' cast members early in September to
encourage them to reflect on their characters.
The cast also met with Lantinga's class to compare insights on the musical. Lantinga's goal
was that students and faculty would become
more discerning about cultural influences on
gender and related psychological phenomena.

Campus capsules
Social work senior
earns award
enior social work major Tonja Van Beek
was the 2000 scholarship winner of the
Long Term Care Social Workers of Iowa
(LTCSWI) organization this summer. The
award was based on her personal statement,
good grades, and excellent letters of recornmendation. In addition she is invited to the
LTCSWI annual convention to be held in
Ames in October.
In her personal statement Van Beek
described why she was interested in working
as a long term care worker. Having volunteered in uursing homes during high school
and college, she says she has come to
appreciate the creativity and energy so many
people requiriug long term care have for life.
Despite their need for care they also give.
"They have so much to offer," she says.
She looks forward to beginning her career in
either a hospital or nursing home and building
the trust relationships that are so important for
giving long term assistance.

S

Engineering program
reaccredited

D

ordt College received word that its engineering major will continue to be professionally accredited. The announcement came
after a year-long comprehensive review
process routinely required every six years by
the Engineering Accreditation Commission of
the Accreditation Board for Engineering and
Technology.
A primary goal of the engineering major
presented to the reviewers is "to develop

/

graduates with broad skills and insights ... ."
says Engineering Professor Dr. Douglas De
Boer. He adds that Dordt's goal is to graduate
students who "can operate effectively in both
the sciences and the humanities." Students are
expected to "apply theoretical knowledge in
practical ways and in service to humanity."
According to Dr. Charles Adams, engineering professor and dean of the natural sciences,
Dordt's program has made progress with each
accreditation visit.
"Much has changed in twenty-one years,"
says Adams, who began the department. "We
started out without any faculty with Ph.Ds and
now all of us have them, thanks to Dordt's
generous faculty development program."
Iu addition, Dr. Ethan Brue, who arrives
later this fall, will bring with him professional
certification.

New scholarships announced

T

wo new endowed scholarships

were
announced by the office of scholarships
and grants this fall. The Boot Family Study
Abroad Scholarship will be awarded to a student enrolled in a full semester study-abroad
program. The recipient is encouraged to take a
foreign language class during the semester
abroad.
The Ben and Mathilda Vos Sustainable
AgriculturelFamily Farm Scholarship will be
awarded to an upperclass student with a minimum G.P.A. of 3.0 majoring in an area of
agriculture other than ag-business. Applicants
will be asked to write an essay explaining
their understanding of sustainable agriculture
and how they see their future involvement in
it.
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bushes at the ASC need to be
husked if they are to be used.
Seniors Tim Veenstra, Justin
Vander Werff, and Jeremy Van
Beek took on the project. They
worked with Mr. Philip Rntter,
the CEO of Badgersett, to identify
the need and explore solutions
that had already been tried. The
resulting husker satisfied everyone involved. Although the
husker is now technically

owned

by the ASC, it is currently being
rented to Badgersett since the

ASC's crop is not yet mature.
Rutter arranged to have the
device demonstrated at the
annual field day of the National Arbor Day
Foundation and at a field day on his research
farm. He was very pleased with the result and
wrote to the students' advisor, Dr. Nolan Van
Gaalen, "The young men did a truly impressive job on it, and I intend to tell everyone
involved just that." He added,"I've been
around engineers forever, and I know

The "hazelhusker," developed by Jeremy Van Beek, Tim Veenstra, and
Jeremy Vander Werff, is currently on Joan to a Minnesota research farm.

Hazelhusker
wins kudos

S

enior engineering

majors are always
looking for good ideas for their senior
design projects. A group of last spring's
graduates found just the right idea from Dr.
Robb De Haan, a professor in Dordt's agricul-

genuinely good work when I see it."

Ground is broken
for new campus
center

A

lthough a number of workers and
several pieces of equipment were seen
behind the current Student Union

Building (SUB) this summer, the work was

ture department. De Haan, who is always

only preliminary-moving

looking for new ways to use plant resources in

way for excavation. By early September construction fences were up between the SUB and

ways that sustain the environment,

started

utility lines to make

thinking about harvesting hazelnuts after tak-

the library and the SUB and the music building.

ing a class to visit the Badgersett Research

Actual construction of the campus center cornplex began in late September when excavators
moved in with their heavy equipment. Within a

farm in southern Minnesota.

Dordt's

Agriculture Stewardship-Center (ASC) also
has 140 hazelnut bushes.planted on its farm.

week the area behind the SUB was a large, deep
hole. Arlan Nederhoff, Dordt's vice president

Hazelnuts grow on bushes ten to twelve feet

tall and live a long time, says De Haan, Once
started, they produce a good crop. Planted in

for business affairs and supervisor for the pro-

ject, says the new building should be completed
by May of 2002. At that point the old SUB will
be taken down and the front plaza put in.

contours they reduce erosion, provide a cover

for wildlife, and can be sold as a cash crop.
"The United States currently imports about
eighty percent of its hazelnuts," says De Haan.
Those currently grown in this country are primarily grown in Oregon from European plants.
The hnsks of these nuts fall off relatively
easily, but the plants are not hardy enough for
this area. The nuts from the type of hazelnut

Fund raising is moving ahead for the new

building. Lyle Gritters, vice president for colStudents in Dr. Sherri Lantinga's psych class were
surprised to see a bathing cap on their "booklist" this fall.
They recently learned why-to better understand where the
different parts of the brain are located.

lege advancement, is pleased with the excellent
response from supporters.

"We have received many pledges and a $]
million lead gift," he says. So far $4 million has
been raised. He anticipates that fund raising

will be completed by the time the building
opens in 2002.
Funded by children and grandchildren of Ben
and Mathilda Vos, the award will be given
next spring to be applied to the 2001-2002
school year.

Dordt students continue to
win Iowa poetry contest

F

or the third year in a row and the fifth
since 1993, a Dordt student has won first
place in the annual Lyrical Iowa Poetry
Contest. Beth Meservey, from Waldoboro,
Maine, was awarded first place for her poem,

"And We Never Really Met."

F

students should notice that a variety of
changes occurred over the summer. Dordt's
maintenance crew has a reputation for work-

ing feverishly during the months that students
are gone. By registration day this fall, they
had finished eight major projects.
residence

hall, was completely renovated. Each room
was rewired to provide a new phone line,

cable television, and computer hook-up, What
students noticed most were the redecorated

lounge, new carpeting throughout the building, stackable desks, fresh paint, refurbished
bathrooms, and a remodeled basement.
in the science

building

was totally renovated to make it a state-ofthe-art facility for science classes

and com-

munity meetings. Both the chapel and the
gymnasium
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received

new lighting systems

D

areas around campus.

thirty-seven states, six Canadian
provinces, and at least fifteen foreign
countries. While new freshmen enroll-

Graduate program enrolls
record number of students

degree in education. In its seventh year, the
program draws students from across the

United States and Canada. Although the program is currently available only as a summer
program, two courses will be offered online
this academic year.

Organ students perform
As part of a conference at Illinois College,
two of Dr. Joan Ringerwole's organ students,
Jennifer Van Den Hul and Jeremy Van Dyke,
performed in an organ master class taught by
the well-known organ teacher Catharine
Crozier, the author of the 8th edition of the
Gleason Organ Method. Both Van Den Hul
and Van Dyke performed as part of a video
marking Crozier's distinguished career. Other
performers came from the University of Iowa,
the University

as

Dordt enrollment
is on target

counter tops, and appliances. And a new
grounds equipment storage and communication building, housing phone and computer
cables, was also built. Last, but not least
noticeable, are the many newly landscaped

third of them working toward a master's

requent visitors to campus and returning

A large classroom

A in East Campus received new cupboards
and bathroom cabinets, as well as sinks,

A record seventy-five students participated
in Dordt's graduate program this summer, one

Summer renovations again
change campus

East Hall, the freshman women's

well as a complete paint job. The music
building finally lost its orange carpeting and
yellow paint, and the apartments in Building

of Missouri, Indiana University,

Illinois College, and Illinois Wesleyan.

ordt College began the new academic year with 388 new freshmen for a total enrollment of

1426. Early reports indicate that members
of the 2000-2001 student body come from

...-

ments are down slightly from last fall, that
decline is offset by retention, transfers, and

graduate enrollments. Last year Dordt
enrolled 409 new freshmen.
Dordt continues to see a large number of
returning and transfer students, and this year's

retention rate of eighty-five percent is slightly
higher than last year's.
When compared with colleges of our size
and with similar parameters, Registrar Jim
Bos says, "this is a very high percentage."

He also notes the number of transfer students
is up, as well as the number of students who
are returning to Oordt after being away for a
time.

The number of degree candidates in the
master of education program jumped, from

nineteen last year to thirty-two this year. In
addition, forty-three students audited
graduate classes or took mini-courses this
summer but were not counted as enrollees.

Dr. Rick Eigenbrood, director of the graduate
education program, says ''The word is out

that Dordt has a very solid graduate education
program."
/

Canadian
enrollment
remains strong
Dordt's Canadian enrollment remains strong with

the percentage of incoming
freshmen this fall reaching
slightly over fourteen percent of the total. Canadian
freshmen come from six
provinces,

one each from

Prince Edward Island and
Nova Scotia, fourteen each

from Alberta and British
Columbia, nineteen from
Ontario, and six from
Manitoba.
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The six Dordt students who went to the Ukraine this summer not only taught and learned about agriculture,
with whom they lived and worked.

but they came to know and admire the people

Ag students share their knowledge
with farmers in Ukraine
Ipray that

be able to apply these
lessons to my everyday
life here in North
America.

D

Sally Jongsma

I will

"

"It

was the experience of a lifetime." That's
the phrase said so often by students who
spend time in another culture that it begins
to lose its punch. But the statement is usually
true. It certainly was for six Dordt students
who spent five weeks this summer in Ukraine.
"It was the best experience of my' ife," says
Eric Hoeksema from McBain, Michigan. "I
think it made me a more caring person."
"I have learned more than I could ever
imagine and pray that I will be able to apply
these lessons to my everyday life here in

r.Ron Vos was the faculty instigator for this summer's trip to Ukraine. Vos
originally went to Russia during the summer of '92 and took groups of agriculture students in '93 and '94. Over the years he has kept in touch with people in Eastern Europe. Several events in the last few years made him consider another
trip. In 1997 he met with leaders of Educational Transfer International, a Christian
organization based in the Netherlands dedicated to international mediation, consulting,
and transfer of education. They told Vos that people were needed in Hungary to assist
farmers who had regained their land from the government. In January, he received a
newsletter from the Ars Longa organization describing their ministry in the area. In
addition, students kept pushing him to set up an opportunity like the ones he had coordinated nearly a decade ago. In March, Vas flew to Ukraine to put in place arrangements for a summer trip for his students. Vas worked with David Pandy, a Hungarian
by birth and co-founder of Ars Longa, who supervises several missionaries from the
Hungarian Reformed Church, bringing the gospel to parts of Ukraine.
"Nearly twenty-five percent of the people now attend church in some of the
villages," says Vos. Despite the oppression of communism, many have hung on to their
faith. While there, students worshiped with their Hungarian friends, finding the
worship quite traditional-with men and women often sitting in different parts of the
church-but Reformed. Singing psalms and hymns of the faith-even in different
languages-was a blessing. It was also evidence of a growing sense of community.
Although Vos did not return to Ukraine with the students this summer because of
prior commitments, he remains committed to the work there, and he sees opportunities
for the connection to continue. At present, in addition to Ars Longa, the Luke Society
and Christian Reformed World Missions also have a presence in the area. He takes
hope in the fact that a fledgling Christian farmers' organization has already begun.
Vos is also talking to seniors in Dordt's engineering department about the possibility
of making a small-scale soybean extruder-a machine that turns soybeans into meal-to
take to Ukraine and be shared by the farmers to increase protein in the animals'
rations. The extruder could also be used to add soy products to the diet of people in the
region.
Vos is convinced that the trip was not only the experience of a lifetime for his students, but also life-shaping.
"Students saw that what they had learned in class was valuable and also that they
had more to learn," says Vos. And although they were not as prepared to teach as they
would have liked, they were able to give solutions to most questions based on what
they had learned in their courses and, with the help of e-mailed responses from their
profs, carne up with answers and solutions they will likely never forget.
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North America," says Sara Bootsma from Port
Dover, Ontario.
The students not only saw another culture;
they also came to experience what it means to
be part of the worldwide body of believers
and to have responsibility for each other. They
began to realize how abundantly blessed they
are-and how often they aren't thankful. And
they saw, as many do who visit other cultures,
that there are many ways of doing things.
People can learn from each other, no matter
what their situation.
Bootsma and Hoeksema, along with Marty
Christians from Kenneth, Minnesota; Nick
Sjaarda from Valley Springs, South Dakota;
Benjamin Taylor from Bidwell, Ohio; and
Laura Van Hattem from Woodville, Nova
Scotia, arrived in the Transcarpathia region of
western Ukraine in late May, living and working with the ethnic Hungarians who have been
part of Ukraine only since the redistribution of
their country after World War II. The people
still speak Hungarian and have their roots in
the Hungarian Reformed Church, which is
reaching out to them in a variety of ways.
The students' task was to share what they
know about agriculture with people who are
desperately in need of food and employment.
(Most estimates place unemployment at over
ninety percent.) Some land had been given
back to people as payment for work they did,
but with the official dissolution of the state
farms, the remaining land was distributed
equally among the villagers. Unfortunately,
the farms have not only been neglected but
also abused. In some cases truckloads of topsoil were taken out of the area by the government, leaving poor, clay soil.
But there is a further hindrance to these
farmers' ability to support themselves.
Although many have received land, they do
not have the tools or sometimes the knowledge to use it productively. With no equipment, pesticides, or herbicides, and with little
knowledge of how to recover the land's
resources, they have difficulty producing
enough to feed themselves, let alone selling
food to others.
The Dordt students worked with the Ars
Longa Foundation, an organization that is
committed to providing intellectual, financial,
and spiritual assistance to Hungarian

/

Reformed communities. The students stayed
near one of three Christian high schools set up
by Ars Longa, eating meals with the eighty
students enrolled there.
Ars Longa staff realize that in order to sustain the Christian schools that have been set up
since the fall of communism, families need to
be able to put food on their table or they will
not be able to support Christian education.
Working with Dr. David Pandy, co-founder
of Ars Longa and a native Hungarian whose
family fled to Canada during the communist
regime, the students spent their mornings
going from farm to farm answering what
questions they could. They were accompanied
by translators everywhere they went. In the
afternoons they talked with junior high and
high school students at three different
Christian schools about topics in agriculture.
"In some villages the response was very
good but in others the young people came
only to see what Americans looked like and
what they had to say," says Bootsma. In these
settings, she and the others found they had to
change their focus from teaching agriculture
to encouraging them-talking
about why it
was important and how it could help them.
Many young people see no future in this
country because there is so much unemployment, says Bootsma. After finishing high
school, they live at home and work a small
plot of land with the rest of their family. They
cannot continue their education because they
cannot pay for it. And even if they could, they
fear they would not be able to find a job.
In the evenings, the students held informal
sessions with farmers, trying to help them
increase their yields to be able to feed themselves. They found that farmers often knew
little about animal nutrition or how to build up
their soil. Because animals are being fed little
protein, the Dordt students encouraged farmers to consider growing more soybeans as a
way to increase protein in the diets of both
people and animals.
As the weeks went on, students came to see
the complexity of the problems faced by these
people who were becoming their friends.
"There is a need for plain, practical knowledge," says Christians. "They simply do not

Farmers in Ukraine must farm in poor soil, with
no equipment and no herbicides or pesticides.

have time for studying everything we study
here. It's not that they don't appreciate knowledge, but they live in such a different setting."
He realized he had information to share with
them, but that he could also learn from them.
The evening sessions provided a rich opportunity for the students to get to know the people of the region, but an even greater benefit
may have been the opportunity it gave the village farmers to get together and work out their
problems together. An unbelievable-for a
North American-amount of mistrust, stemming from the communist era when so many
people "informed" on each other, pervades
these villages. To face the hardships of restarting an economy and at the same time avoid
the interference of the mafia will be a monumental task-one that cannot be accomplished
just by individuals. If the students' visit has
been able to advance some cooperation, it will
have been more than worth it.
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Reflecting on a summer in Ukraine:
an interview with Sara Bootsma
W
hy did you decide to participate?

I had been thinking about doing a
short term missions trip but I wanted it to
center around agriculture as opposed to construction or a VBS-type program. During my
junior year at Dordt I heard about a trip that
Prof. Vas was arranging, sending students
into Hungary or Russia to do agriculture
work. Although that trip never materialized, I
continued to encourage Prof. Vas to pursue it
for the summer after my senior year. I wanted to be a part of the team because I felt God
calling me to use the education I had gained
at Dordt and share it with people who also
needed that information.

W

hat was the highlight ofthe trip?

The morning visits to different farmers
were interesting because there is such variety. It wasn't like seeing agriculture in NW
Iowa where you visit one dairy farm or hog
farm and you have seen them all. It was neat
talking to individual fanners-s-even through
a translator-and
hearing their story of how
they made it to this point. During many of
our visits, they invited us for lunch or a bite
to eat. It was a moving cultural experience
to be able to sit down with a family and
begin to understand who they are and
what they have gone through in the past
difficult ten years since the breakdown of
communism.
hat did you bring back with you
from the experience?

W

Since returning, I've thought a lot about
what I learned during my time in Ukraine
and how it would impact the rest of my life.
I learned that I take for granted many things

that God has blessed me with. Because it
was an agricultural trip, I learned how much
we have limited ourselves in the agricultural
industry in North America. In the Ukraine
they grow nearly every vegetable and crop I
can think of. I realize how much we have
specialized and, in effect, hurt ourselves with
a surplus in the areas of corn, beans, wheat,
milk, hogs. We take for granted that we can
go to the grocery store to buy any kind of
vegetable that we desire, but they need to
grow everything they can to supply their
family with food.
I learned a lot about living in a different
culture where you are not able to freely communicate with the people. I thought about the
Tower of Babel and how much language
affected the way I was presenting information to these people. Nearly everywhere we
went we had a translator and in many ways it
was a barrier. It seems that so much is lost
through translation, and it was hard to form
close bonds with the people because of this
impersonal way of communicating.

D

id you feel prepared and qualified to
do the teaching you did?

This is a tough question. I graduated from
Dordt with a B.A. in agriculture, double
majoring in plant and animal science, and
still there were many times when I drew a
blank on some of the questions that the people asked. Although I had a lot of book
knowledge, they had all the practical experience, and that showed in many of the discussions we had with the fanners. But although
there were times when our group had a hard
time answering their questions, I felt that we
were able to give them many ideas and sug-

gestions to the problems they had.
This experience came at a key time in my
life. Having just graduated, I was forced to
take all that I had learned in four years and
teach it to someone who has been forced into
a farming position due to the breakdown of
their political system. They offered a real
challenge that I was up for. It was like a big
review for the final test, only this was a practical test, testing everything I had learned and
crammed into my brain in the last four years.
It made me think about how much knowledge I have been given and how much of it I
don't use because we are so specialized in
North America. In the Ukraine I used information from nearly every agriculture class I
took at Dordt. It was such a challenge for
me, and I think it is good for agriculture students to see how farmers around the world
are using the same ideas and methods as we
are but in a different form.

Dordt students visited
different farms each morning.

Iused

information

from nearly every
agriculture class

I took at Dordt.

"

Vande Brake, recent grad and new hire,
finds himself prepared for theater camp
Sally Jongsma

W

hen you watch Jason Vande Brake,
whether on stage or in conversation, you immediately sense his
enthusiasm for life. It's a characteristic that
helped make him an integral part of Dordt's
theater program for the last four years, one
that will likely make him a good admissions
counselor in the years ahead, and one that
helped him be successful as a teaching assistant at one of the premier theater progra~
for high school students in North Ameri a
this summer.
Vande Brake, a spring graduate and one
of Dordt's newest admissions counselors,
was one of ten faculty associates at the
National High School Institute in Theater
held at Northwestern University in Chicago
in June. Each associate-this year representing
New York University, Yale, North Carolina
School of the Arts, and Dordt, among others-worked with a faculty member and a
group of fifteen students from across the
country who had been accepted into the program. Participants spent each morning studying two areas: acting (rather like Acting 101,
says Vande Brake) and voice and movement
(learning how to use the body on stage).
In the afternoons, students rehearsed for
one of the ten full plays put on the last weekend of the program. Vande Brake directed a
post-modern adaptation of Hamlet titled The
Name afThis Play is Hamlet, gaining valuable directing experience over the course of
the week.
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"It was a wonderful learning experience," Vande Brake says. But it was also a
time to contribute. "I felt very well equipped
to be there," he adds. The fact that he could

Jason Vande Brake

teach as effectively as others who had
attended schools totally devoted to the arts
made him thankful for his Dordt education.
"They had nothing on me," he says somewhat sheepishly, not wanting to brag.
And it made him thankful for his education in another way.
"There are so many people searching for
meaning without knowing where to look," he
says. "I thanked God often for Dordt and my
background."

At the same time Vande Brake returned
from the experience as committed as ever to
pursuing a career in theater.
"I've learned at Dordt that Christians are
called to redeem all areas of life," he says.
Theater is where his talents lie, and he hopes
to use them in a way that honors God. While
in Chicago, he became convinced that a
career in theater is not an impossibility. "It
may be harder to work there than in some
careers, but there-is truly a need for
Christians in theater," he says. And his experiences working with so many people searching for meaning in life made him feel that he
has something to give.
"I also discovered that I like teaching
quite a bit," he says, admitting that this came
as a surprise to him. Seeing students' eyes
light up with discovery was an exciting and
rewarding experience and, someday, may
make him rethink his earlier decision not to
go into teaching, he says.
Although Vande Brake will not have the
opportunity to directly promote theater to
everyone he recruits in his work as ail admissions counselor, he will definitely testify to
the value of a general education.
"You bring everything that you learn in
theater to your other classes and vice versa,"
he says. "An artist needs to be able to see
how things fit together, how things connect,"
he adds. He feels his broad base of knowledge helps him do that.
Vande Brake plans to work as an admissions counselor for a couple of years and
then pursue a career in theater.
/

New Music
Department CD

Let Heaven

Ring
Order from the
Bookstore
$6.95
(plus $1.50 for
shipping and handling)
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L.PCHE has
asked Dordt College
to provide an
institutional home
for the Association, at
least as long as Hulst
is executive secretary.

"
Over a hundred participants

from twenty-eight

countries met on campus to help promote Christian higher education around the world.

Conference brings Christian scholars
from around the world to campus
Cara Miedema DeHaan

hey may be retired, butthey're still
busy in the realm of Christian higher
education. John B. Hulst, who retired
as president of Oordt College in 1996, and
Joho C. Vander Stelt, who retired from the
theology and philosophy departments in the
spring of 1999, both worked long hours this
summer to prepare for a conference titled
"Challenges for Christian Higher Education
in the 21 st Century."

T

EXecutive secretary John Hulst
listens as Diana Gonzalez, a
foreign language professor from
Argentina, reports on a small
group discussion about the
challenges facing Christian higher

education in Africa.

pus from August 12-16. was sponsored by
the International Association for the
Promotion of Christian Higher Education
(LAPCHE). According to its basis statement,
"The IAPCHE is a world-wide community
of scholars and institutions that provides a
network which, through academic activity,
helps people to serve the Lord Jesus Christ
in an integral way." The organization is dedicated to the idea that Christian scholarship
should be undertaken in obedience to God's
revelation in Jesus Christ and should serve
the welfare of humankind.
This conference is not the first time
Hulst and Vander Stelt have worked together
outside of Oordt. Vander Stelt represented
Dordt College, one of the founding

institutional members of IAPCHE, at its first
conference in South Africa in 1975, and has
attended each one of its four international
confererices since then. Hulst became
involved in IAPCHE when Oordt College
hosted one of these conferences in 1981.
Then from 1981-87, while Vander Stelt
served as IAPCHE's executive secretary,
Hulst served as chairman of the board. Now
their roles have reversed. Vander Stelt has
been serving as chair of the board since
1992, and Hulst took over as executive sec-

It was important to the leadership of
IAPCHE that conference attendance represent the truly international character of the
Association. IAPCHE has 275 individual
members from five continents, as well as
thirty-one institutional members such as
Institute for Christian Studies (Canada),
Vrije Universiteit (Netherlands), Kosin
University (Korea), Bishop Appasamy
College of Arts and Sciences (India), and
Potchefstroom University for Christian
Higher Education (South Africa). Vander

IAPCHE has struggled over the years,
striving to define its niche and purpose and
to stabilize its tenuous financial situation,
but the year 1996 was a particular time of
crisis. IAPCHE was in dire straits. Lack of
funds and energy forced the board to set a
moratorium on further development-no new

committee, was overjoyed that 100 scholars
and educators attended the conference, representing twenty-eight countries, some as far
away as Argentina, Malawi, and the
Philippines.
"It was obviously an international conference," Hulst commented. "Attendees represented a variety of nations-as represented
by their color, dress, languages. It was also
ecumenical, with people from different confessional backgrounds. And yet, there was a
spirit of unity; they were united by the purpose of IAPCHE."
Vander Stelt added that the interaction
of the conferees was authentic, Spirit-filled,
and dedicated to encouraging and helping
each other. This spirit was fostered by daily
worship times, organized by Oordt professors Syd Hielema and Karen OeMol, and
devotional messages given by James De
Jong, president of Calvin Theological
Seminary.
The conference agenda was structured
to provide many opportunities to discuss the
future of IAPCHE. During the first half of
the conference, participants discussed and
listened to presentations about the challenges currently facing Christian higher education in various regions of the world.
According to Hulst, these papers were
excellent and helped to set an academic tone
for the conference.
The second half of the conference was
dedicated to strategizing sessions, in which
conferees deliberated over the future vision
and work of IAPCHE. Their creative ideas
served as fodder for the draft of a ten-year
plan, which was presented to the conferees
at the concluding session of the conference.
This second half was the highlight of
the conference for Hulst. "The planning
sessions were very exciting, because the
participants owned the process and the
results," he said. "Participants really got

board members, no new initiatives. They
decided that in 2000 they would discuss
how to proceed. So for IAPCHE-and for
Hulst and Vander Stelt, whose very
lifeblood flows with dedication to this organization and with a vision for Christian
higher education-this international conference was a crucial one. Participants would
decide how-and if- IAPCHE would
continue into the twenty-first century.

Zuidhof is inspired by IAPCHE conference and vision
Aron Zuidhof, a senior pre-medical student from Nanaimo, British Columbia, was the only Oordt student who registered for
the LAPCHE conference. Zuidhof was living in Sioux Center for the summer but had not heard about the conference-he wished
it had been better publicized for students-until reports of visitors from around the world piqued his interest. He attended the conference convocation on Sunday afternoon and was drawn again by the diversity of cultures present--elose to one hundred scholars
and educators from twenty-eight different countries-as well as the richness of the Reformational world view evident among them,
the same perspective he has come to appreciate at Oordt College. "It was beautiful to see all these people from around the world,
united by the Reformed vision, visionaries who want to put it into action," Zuidhof said. "When I meet professors who have been
working out of this vision for twenty years, I find that very exciting."
Zuidhof was encouraged by conferees' desire to understand others' cultures, and the respective challenges they face in
Christian higher education. He mentioned Bennie van der Walt, a presenter from South Africa, who shared that although fiftyfive percent of Africans are Christians, very few understand the implications of Christianity for their work in the world. Van der
Walt urged the conferees to share his desire to nurture a Christian world view in these people; his suggestion of developing a
Christian university to train Christian professors sparked a conversation that continued throughout the conference. Zuidhof concluded, "It [the conference] helped everyone to be more aware that God is working throughout creation, throughout the world."
Of all the conference activities, Zuidhof most enjoyed interacting with other conferees over dinner and between the sessions.
He met Theodorus Setiawan from Jakarta, Indonesia. "Dr. Setiawan did a dissertation on teaching medical ethics," Zuidhof said,
"and I'm doing an independent study on that this semester, so I hope to be in contact with him again." Zuidhof mentioned also
Dr. Brad Breems, a sociology professor from Trinity Christian College (Palos Heights), with whom he discussed social work and
issues of sin and redemption.
Zuidhof participated in the conference as an "observer," since he didn't fit into any of IAPCHE's membership categories.
Hulst and the executive board of LAPCHE have since decided to develop a student membership category.
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into the issues. The result of the planning sessions [the ten-year plan] was the product of
all uf them. They said, 'Yes, we want to go
into the future. And we want to go together. '"
Vander Stelt agreed. "There was a
dynamic, a vitality, a spiritual quiet," he said,
"comparable to the quiet before a violent
thunderstorm. People are ready to act! There
was a clear mandate from the conferees for
the board to be creatively busy, to act boldly
and joyfully."
Since the conference ended, Hulst and
Vander Stelt have indeed been busy. The
board urged Hulst to continue in his role as
executive secretary; Vander Stelt and the
other board members are continuing in an
advisory role until new representatives are
elected. Hulst, Vander Stelt, and IAPCHE's
office manager, Lynn Otto, are now setting in
motion the election process, as well as working to publish the conference proceedings.
Hulst is excited about a trip to India, where
he will recruit new institutional members for
IAPCHE, and to Indonesia, where he will
discuss the possibility of a regional conference there. Next spring the new set of board
members, representing each of IAPCHE's
five regions (Africa, Asia-Oceania, Europe,
Latin America, and North America), will turn
their attention to the long-range plan drafted
by the conferees.
One of the main themes that emerged
from the conference was the Association's
desire to strengthen its international character. Vander Stelt commented, "I found a
maturity in the conferees. No one wants

DORDT

North America to dominate in the development. North America is only a partner. That's
humbling, but encouraging." Hulst pointed
out one way IAPCHE helps international
development is to provide funds for regional
conferences such as the one held at
Heidelberg Institute for Christian Higher
Education (South Africa) last year, a conference that sparked a proposal for the Center
for Christian Higher Education in Africa.
IAPCHE also encourages its members to
make contact with each other through international e-mail discussion groups.
IAPCHE has asked Dordt College to
provide an institutional home for the
Association, at least as long as Hulst is executive secretary. Dordt has provided financial
support to IAPCHE beyond its membership
dues at crucial periods in the Association's
history, but this is another way to demonstrate its support. President Carl Zylstra commented, "IAPCHE has always been a loose
network of Christian scholars around the
world. It's beginning to see that in order for it
to grow, it needs stronger institutional connections. Dordt College is more than happy
to provide that home base."
Dordt's commitment to Christian higher
education clearly extends beyond campus
borders. "Dordt has always seen IAPCHE as
an expression of its vision and purpose on an
international scale," reflected Hulst. Vander
Stelt said similarly, "Hulst's and my involvement in IAPCHE convinced us that Dordt has
to be more involved internationally."
,
But if Dordt College is seeking to be
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Director of Public Relations and Marketing Communication
Dordt College is seeking a public relations and marketing communication professional to direct
the college's public relations program and to develop and oversee an integrated, institution-wide

marketing program. Reporting to the Vice President for College Advancement, this person will be
responsible for media relations, advertising, promotional publications, and marketing communication. In summary, this person will be expected to lead efforts at coordinating an effective campuswide effort to present a strategically effective image and voice that will gain increased support for
the college's mission.
Candidates should possess excellent oral and written communication skills, have interpersonal
skills that enhance team work, and be proficient in research and planning. A graduate degree and
experience in public relations is desired but not required.
Qualified candidates with a personal commitment to a Reformed, biblical faith and the mission of
Dordt College should forward a letter of application and resume to Susan Droog, Director of Human
Resources. Applications will continue to be received and reviewed until the position is filled.

Faculty openings
Dordt College is seeking applications for openings beginning 2001-2002 in the following areas:

Art
Fine arts; emphasis graphic design or art education

Communication (Two-year position)
Mass communication;

introductory speakingllistening

Education
Introduction, upper-level, and possibly graduate levels with emphasis on special education

Foreign Language
Spanish

Psychology
General/Applied

Social Work (2 positions)
Generalist; micro-practice background; methods courses and field practice
Generalist; macro-practice background; public policy, and/or research

Theatre Arts
Theatre generalist, theatre history emphasis
Evaluation of applications will continue until the positions are filled. To learn more about a position and
receive application materials, qualified persons committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest and a curriculum vitae/resume to: Dr. Rockne
McCarthy, Vice President for Academic Affairs, e-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu.
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages
the nominations and candidacies of women, minorities, and disabled persons.

DO ROT
498 4th Avenue NE
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Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
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•

712-722-6000
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Website: www.dordt.eduloffices

IAPCHE conferees listened to academic lectures
other, and planned for the future together.

together,

involved internationally (notably with the
cross-cultural director hired recently), many
international members of IAPCHE are also
seeking to learn from Dordt College. They
are amazed that the faculty, staff, and students at Dordt are dedicated to working out
together the vision of Christian higher education. "In that sense," Hulst said, "Dordt
serves as a beautiful model of what IAPCHE
is."

worshiped

together,

got to know each

.

Five earn
Distinguished
Scholar Awards

E

ach year five freshmen are awarded the
Distinguished Scholar Award. To be
considered for one of these $7500
awards, a student must have a minimum
grade point average of 3.75 and a minimum
ACT composite score of 30. Students are
interviewed as part of the process. The
awards are renewable for three additional
years, providing the student maintains a 3.50
average.
Matthew Bakker comes from Winnipeg,
Manitoba, graduating from Mennonite
Brethern Collegiate Institute. Matthew plans
to major in biology and environmental science. He enjoys a variety of activities including writing poetry, running, camping, backpacking, and gardening.
Andrew Hoeksema comes from San Diego,
Califurnia, where he graduated as valedictorian from La Jolla High School. Andrew
currently runs for the Dordt men's cross country team and plans to run track. He's already
become involved in intramurals, GIFT (the
student-led praise and worship), Student
Forum, and a Bible study on campus. Andrew
is in the pre-seminary program and plans to
major in philosophy and Spanish.
Katie Kroese is from Boyden, Iowa, and a
graduate of Western Christian High School.
She plans to major in business administration
and accounting. She is already enjoying
chorale and the friends she has made on
campus.
Donald Stenberg from Lincoln, Nebraska,
graduated from Lincoln Southeast High
School. Don says he enjoys doing just about
everything, including computers, science,
and serving others. He plans to major in engineering with a mechanical emphasis.
Kyle Van Arendonk graduated from Pella
Christian High School in Pella, Iowa. Kyle
plans to go into medicine and is currently
majoring in exercise science. He will also
play basketball and run track at Dordt.
/
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Faculty News

Jim Vanderwoerd

The professional involvements
of Dordt faculty members
outside the classroom reveal
Dordt's commitment to provide
educational leadership in the
Christian community as well
as among its own students.
By sharing these activities,
we hope to provide fellow
Christians with further
resources, ideas, and encouragement as they work to be, of
service in Christ's kingdom.

Van Dyk completes
a new book on
teaching Christianly
Dordt professor John Van
Dyk has a new book out called
The Craft of Christian
Teaching: A Classroom
Journey. Published by the
Dordt College
Press the 304page 00
encourages
teachers to
evaluate and
enhance their
work in the
classroom.
In the book, Van Dyk
addresses the question, "What
does it mean to teach
Christianly?" In this context, he
discusses practical issues like
meeting individual students'
needs, using various teaching
strategies, and creating community in the classroom.

Professor of Social Work Jim Vanderwoerd
will have eight of his teaching ideas included
in a soon-to-be-published instructor's manual
titled Creative Ways to Teach Social Welfare
Policy History by Bruce Jansson. The manual
accompanies the textbook by Jansson titled
The Reluctant Welfare State, 4th Ed. The
author solicited teaching suggestions from faculty who were using the text, and Vanderwoerd
submitted eight ideas based on what he does in
the course. The book will be published by
Brooks/Cole in 2001.
Dr. James Mahaffy, professor of biology,
presented a paper, "Profile Patterns and their
Paleoecological Interpretation in the Herrin
(No.6) Coal Member at Old Ben No. 24 Mine
(FrankJin County, Illinois)," at the annual
meeting of the American Association of
Stratigraphic Palynologists in Savannah,
Georgia.
At the May NACCAP (National Association
of Christian College Admissions Personnel)
conference held at Roberts Wesleyan
University in Rochester, New York, Director of
Admissions Quentin Van Essen received the
Regional Service Award for the Midwest
Region.
Dr. Tom Visker, professor in the health,
physical education, and recreation department
presented a paper titled "Just Do It Right: The
Experience of Shalom in Sport Participation"
at the Conference on Christianity, Sport,
Leisure, and Wellness held at Westmont
College, Santa Barbara, California, from June
1-3.
Dr. Pam Adams, professor of education,
presented a paper titled "Preservice teachers as
Readers," at Symposium 2000: Nurturing
Christian Teachers for the 21st Century held at
Covenant College in Lookout Mountain,
Georgia, on May 19. Adams also gave a sectional ti I d "Themes a 0
Children's Literature in Thematic Studies" at
the Heartland Christian Educator's Convention
held at Dordt on October 5 and 6.
During September, Art Professor Susan Van
Geest exhibited work in an Arts Festival in
Pella, Iowa. She received the first place award
and a purchase award.
Dr, James Schaap has been traveling the
country giving a variety of presentations. In
June he read an essay at a Hope College conference celebrating the work of Prof. Robert
Swierenga. That essay, with others, is part of a
festschrift for Swierenga, a noted expert in
Dutch American studies. Over the summer
Schaap wrote the preface for two books: a collection of essays by Joey Earl Horstman and a

history of his hometown, Oostburg, Wisconsin.
In August Schaap spoke at the Institute for
Christian Studies Conference in Alberta on the
nature and value of story, at the Cedar Rapids
Public Library on his latest novel Romey's
Place, and at a Day of Encouragement conference for CR churches in Erno, Ontario. He also
led the senior class retreat at Chicago Christian
High.
Dr. John Van Dyk, director of the Center
for Educational Services and professor of education, led a week-long seminar on Christian
school distinctives for staff of Lacombe
Christian School in Alberta in August. He also
conducted the opening in-service workshop for
teachers at Southwest Chicago Christian
Schools, giving a keynote address and leading
a workshop. On October 12 and 13, Van Dyk
led board member workshops in Chicago and
St. Louis, exploring the relationship between
world-and-Iife view and the work of Christian
School board members.

On September 26, Van Dyk delivered the
keynote address and several workshops at the
"Issues 2000," international conference in
London, England. While in London, he also
addressed the Christian Leadership Enablement
Consultation conference.
Education professors LIoyd Den Boer and
Barb Hoekstra, along with AI Bandstra ('89),
a teacher at Sioux Center Christian School,
have developed three workshops: "HeartFocused Management," "Creating Community
in Schools," and "Healing Hurting Students."
The workshops were presented on October 5 at
Heartland Christian Educator's Convention in
Sioux Center and on October 7 at the Missouri
Baptist College Education Conference in St.
Louis.
Den Boer and Dordt Business Professor
Scott Quatro also developed and presented a
workshop on "Educational Leadership in
Christian Schools" at Heartland Christian
Educator's Convention on October 6.

Nine join faculty this fall
New faculty for this fall moved to Dordt
from great distances. Dr. Diana Gonzalez
from Argentina joins the
foreign language department,

teaching
Spanish
and
replacing Dr.
Dallas
Apol.
Drs. Leendert Van Beek
teaches in the foreign language department, replacing Dr. John Struyk. And
Dr. Anthony Jelsma from
Canada replaces Dr.
Aaldert Mennega in the
biology department.
The
six

Leendert Van Beek

November; Dr. Mark
Christians ('85) moves from
the position of counselor to
teach in
the psychology
department;
Dr.
Mark Christians
Mary
Dengler from Tennessee
replaces Dr. Mike Vanden
Bosch in the English
department; Danny
New Jersey to join the psychology department;
Christina r-r..,

TonyJelsma

other
new people come from the
United States, but from a
variety of different backgrounds and states. Dr.
Ethan Brue ('91) will join
the engineering faculty in

Jenny Van Ry

Stegall
from
Kansas
is teaching in
the theology
departChristina Stegall
ment;
and
Jenny Van Ry from
Washington teaches in the
education department.

Vander Plaats studies Christian schools' use of middle school concept

E

Dr. Dennis Vander Plaats
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ducation professor Dennis Vander
Plaats recently earned an Ed.D. for
his study of Christian schools and
their implementation of the middle school
concept. His dissertation titled "A Study
of the Implementation of the Middle
School Concept in Selected Christian
Schools in North America" analyzes the
results of surveys sent to Christian
schools across North America. Based on
results returned from over 100 schools
and 600 teachers, he found that the
majority of Christian schools adhere to
the more traditional junior high model
rather than a middle school model for
education.
The middle school concept promotes a team of teachers working with
one group of students with a curriculum
based on integrated units. Athletic
competition is downplayed, and teachers
are encouraged to stress social develop-

ment, protecting the dignity of students yet
providing an academically challenging program.
Vander Plaats admits to being surprised by
his findings because he believes that the middle school concept is very compatible with
the goals of Christian education.
Calling a program junior high or middle
school is much more than a semantic difference, Vander Plaats found. Typically junior
highs treat students and curriculum more like
pre-high school-emphasizing separate subject
areas with several different teachers.
Competition both in academics and athletics
seems to help drive the educational process.
"The middle school emphasis is on the
whole person," says Vander Plaats. "Christian
education is interested in all of life. The two
seem to go well together."
He points out, however, that some schools
don't fit completely into either model.
Vander Plaats's study was a natural topic

/

for him. A former middle school teacher, he
has been instrumental in setting up the middle
school emphasis in Dordt's education department.
"I found that most students wanted to teach
elementary school or high school-no one
wanted the middle grades," he says. Three
years after the introduction of the middle
school emphasis and a lot of "preaching"-as
he calls it-from him, the percentage of
prospective middle grade teachers at Dordt
has gone from almost none to about twentyfive percent.
"Middle school students need teachers who
want to be there, not teachers who couldn't
find a job in their preferred level and ended
up there," he says.
Vander Plaats says he plans to continue
to encourage his students to think in a middle
school model, and he hopes to continue dialogue with Christian school teachers about
the best way to educate middle schoolers.

Fall 2000

The Blades work toward varsity status
Cara Miedema DeHaan

A

n ice rink is likely coming to Sioux

Center, and no one's cheering louder
than the Dordt Blades hockey club and
their coach, Scott Quatro.
The Sioux Center city council, working in
cooperation with the Sioux Center school
board and Dordt College, still must resolve
many details about the All Seasons Center of
which the ice rink will be part, but the project
is moving forward.
For the Dordt Blades, whose home rink is
forty-five minutes away in Luverne, Minnesota,
this new rink will help build a stronger program
and develop into a varsity team. Established in
1968, the Blades team has a strong heritage at
Dordt, but its status as a club has not changed.
Quatro contends that the biggest barrier to its
becoming a varsity team is not having a local
rink. Besides their two games a week, the
Blades practice on ice only once a week. "We
do have off-rink practices, but we really need
to be on the ice three times a week besides
game-time," Quatro said. ''The only barrier to
our competitiveness is lack of ice time."
That Quatro, who teaches in Dordt's business department, is involved with the Blades is
itself an important step toward varsity status.
For the last few years, the Blades have been
coached by students who are also playing
members of the team. Joshua Van de Kraats, a
fourth year agriculture major, coached the
team last year; he was also team captain. "It's
hard to pull a team together as a coach when
you're a player yourself," Van de Kraats
reflected. After a frustrating first semester of
mental stress and no team wins, Van de Kraats
approached Quatro.
When Scott Quatro came to Dordt College
in the fall of 1999, he brought with him not
only business knowledge and experience but
also a great deal of hockey know-how. Quatro
grew up in "Hockey Town," Detroit, Michigan.
"In Detroit, being interested in hockey is like
being interested in cars," he quipped. Quatro's
grandfather played organ at the Detroit Red
Wings home games, and grandson Scott sometimes sat up in the organ box with him. Quatro
grinned. "As a kid, Ithought that was great,
but only now can I look back and see how cool
it really was!"
Besides being a "big-time Red Wings fan,"
Quatro has played more than twelve years of
competitive hockey. While studying at
Pepperdine University, he played on its club
hockey team. Like the Blades, his team played
in a league of club teams from large universities that also had strong varsity programs. The
team's home rink was fifty minutes away, and
they practiced on ice only once a week from
11:00 p.m, to I :00 a.m.
When Quatro came to Dordt, he was aware
that the college had a hockey club. But he was
reluctant as a new professor and father of three
young children to get involved with the team
immediately, especially since he had never
coached before.
Quatro deliberated all last summer over
whether to become coach of the Dordt Blades.
He finally decided that it was one of the reasons God had brought him to Dordt College. "I
see coaching as being obedient to God's calling," Quatro reflected. "It's clearly where God
wants me right now. I love the game, and I've
played it for a long time, so I've got insight
into the game." He continued, "Part of being a
prof at Dordt College is getting involved in the
lives of students. The reason I'm in this is to
serve the guys on the team and to make them
better disciples of Christ."
The players are excited to have Quatro on
board. Van de Kraats, who is serving as team

The team has always been mostly Canadian, this year consisting of twenty Canadians and only four Americans.

manager this year, said, "We knew that to
become a varsity team, the Blades would need
a closer relationship with the faculty." Nathan
Van Niejenhuis, this year's team captain,
added, "To have someone behind the bench
you can respect is really important. !t's been
great to have Coach. He's a great role model
on and off the ice." Quatro is pleased by the
healthy, mutual respect that has been growing.
Quatro's goal is to see hockey become a varsity sport at Dordt within five years. To that
end, he has set high standardsfor the team this
year. Quatro introduced a no-smoking rule in
order to improve the performance of the team
but also to hold players to the same standard
required of all Dordt varsity players. The rule
is a challenge for many of the players, but they
have responded well, especially because
Quatro has also sacrificed by giving up caffeinated beverages, Van de Kraats said.
Beyond goals to improve their physical conditioning, the Blades also are working on team
unity. Quatro said, "We want the number one
thought for our players to be, 'How can I make
everyone else on the ice better players?" Van
Niejenhuis echoed his coach, "No one player
on the team can stick out. We're not just a
group of guys that play hockey; we're going to
be a hockey team."
One way Quatro seeks to strengthen team
unity is to emphasize that the Blades are a
Christian hockey team. "Everything we do on
and off the ice is a reflection on Christ and on
Dordt College," Quatro said. Van Niejenhuis
agreed, "We want to demonstrate to other
teams that there's something different going
on."
Part of being a Christian on the ice is playing an excellent game. "What we really strive
for is 110 percent effort, whether we're taking
a shot or checking a guy into the boards," said
captain Van Niejenhuis, then grinned. "Yes, in
hockey, you can really hit someone hard to the
glory of God!"
Quatro clarified, "Violence with an intent to
injure should never be tolerated in hockey, but
this doesn't stop you from giving someone a
good clean check against the boards. Hockey is
an aggressive, physical game." As an experienced player, Quatro understands violence and
fighting on the ice, but he has told the team he
will bench any player who talks back to an
official or gets into a fight to please the crowd.
Quatro is glad that at present he can balance

being coach and being a professor. But ultimately, if the choice between hockey and
teaching had to be made, Quatro says, "I'm an
academic through and through. I want to teach
and do research."
One barrier to varsity status that the Blades
don't have to worry about is institutional support. "We've seen that Dordt is behind the
Blades one hundred percent," Quatro said. The
college has supported the club financially, paying for ice time and transportation,but it has
also provided moral support. "We have 200300 fans at our home games," said Quatro,
"and not just students; faculty and staff come
out as well with their families. !t would be safe
to say that we have the best fan support in the
league." The Blades benefit from the support
that Dordt College provides. Conversely, the
college also benefits from having a hockey
team. The advancement office schedules a
hockey tour to Canada over Christmas break
each year, because they know the Blades are
an important recruitment and development
tool, especially in Canada.
Van de Kraats, who comes from Millet,
Alberta, admitted, "I would not have come to
Dordt if there was no option to play hockey."
Van Niejenhuis, also a Canadian, said, "My
dad was captain of the Blades for three of his
four years at Dordt, and it's been my dream to
come and play since I was five years old. I
think it's really
neat that I'm the
third Van
Niejenhuis to wear
the 'C.'" Van
Niejenhuis's father,
Cecil, attended
Dordt from 197377. His uncle,
Herm ('71), helped
establish the hockey
club and served as
captain for its first
three years.
Quatro concluded, "Despite the
fact that the Dordt
Blades haven't
been competitive and their behavioral record
hasn't always been great, Dordt College has
stuck by us. So now the ultimate question is,
'Can we deliver-on and off the ice?' I remain
optimistic that we can."
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Notes from the alumni office

Survey results are in

Where are alums?

How do Dordt alumni feel about Dordt?
How well does their Dordt education serve
them? What do they expect from the alumni
association? What services and activities are
important to them?
We hoped to answer those and other questions through our alumni survey conducted
earlier this year. Thanks to your excellent
response, we are better informed about how
to serve our growing alumni body.
Dordt alumni responded in overwhelming
numbers, We received nearly 5000 surveys
from the 8500 alumni homes we mailed
Judy (Vande Hoef, '73) Hagey
to-a 44 percent response rate, (A 25 percent
response rate is
considered acceptable by most
researchers.) About
20 percent of you
1,008
used the on-line
survey. Since our
primary reason for
this triennial project is to keep our
database of
addresses, jobs,
and family information current, a
response like this is
a great help to
us-and to you
The number
since we can
one activity alumni
then do a better
participated in is "conjob of keeping in
..
tributing to Dordt." More than one half
touch with you, We of the respondents said they have donated
also garnered a
money to Dordt, As reported in U,S, News
great many e-mail
and World Report, Dordt's 49 percent alumni
addresses, With
giving rate placed us first among 135
e-mail addresses
liberal arts colleges in the Midwest in
What alumni activities/service
for more than onealumni giving rates. (U.S. News uses graduare most important to them?
third of our alumni
ates to determine their giving percentages;
households, this is
we have many non-de greed alumni who
367
becoming the presupport the college even though they did not
ferred method of
graduate from Dordt.) We think that says a
communicating-for
lot about your attitude toward Dordt-that
you and us.
you value the education you received and
Another goal of
that you feel Dordt continues to be worthy
this year's survey
of your support,
was to provide
Your assessment of your Dordt education
feedback on the
seems to bear this out. The majority of
alumni relations
alumni give Dordt's general education
program. How are
program a "good" (40 percent) or "excelwe doing? What
lent" (27 percent) in preparing you for
activities and seryour current life situation. Satisfaction
vices are important
with preparation in the major was only
to you? We learned
slightly less satisfactory (65 percent "good
some interesting
to excellent"), Many of you noted that
things,
you're no longer working in the field you
trained for at Dordt, but that the ability to
think critically and to apply a biblical, faith
perspective served you well in a variety of
settings.
Many of you reminded us that not all
Remember the Dordt College Bookstore
educational experiences occur in the
when shopping for Christmas or any other occasion!!
classroom. In fact, some of your most
important and memorable college activities
Gifts - Imprinted mugs and other glassware, afghans, spoons, pennants,
took place in the dorm. on the athletic playstuffed animals, letter openers, etc.
ing field, backstage of the theater production, or on an off-campus program where
Dordt Imprinted Clothing - Sweatshirts, T-shirts, caps, shorts, jackets,
classroom theory became reaL Pew could
children's clothing, etc,
point to one particular class for its imporBooks - Devotionals, general reading books of all types, Dordt Press
tance, but many echoed a similar sentibooks, If we do not have it on hand we will order it for you,
ment-"The time I spent at Dordt was the
most important in my life, What I learned
Music - CD's, tapes, books and sheet music for pianists and organists
and did there is embedded into my life. I
can pull out a memory occasionally, but not
Bookstore Hours are:
Monday - Thnrsday - 9:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
separate out the specifics."
Friday - 9:00 a.m, - 4:00 p.m. Saturday - 10:00 a.m, - 12:00 p.m.
While satisfaction with Dordt is clearly
evident, it is less clear what alumni activiFor a small sample of what is available check out our website at:
ties and services are most important.
www.dordt.edulserviceslbookstorel
The four activities cited after contributingTo have orders sent to you or anyone else, you may e-mail or phone us.
using the website and attending homeEemail us at: hookstore@dordLedu or phone us at: 712-722-6420
coming, a regional event, or a class

Alumni Count
United States - 10,396

canada - 1,523
Foreign - 553
Total Alumni - 12,472

What are alums doing?

DORDT COLLEGE BOOKSTORE
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reunion-reveal participation rates ranging
from 16-20 percent. Reunions, career placement services, the website, regional events,
and the on-line directory are named most
often as the most important activities or services, with similar frequency for each

activity. The fact that alumni indicate an
equal interest in a variety of programs
reflects the growing diversity in our alumni
body-it is "aging" (our earliest graduates
are reaching retirement age), spreading out
around the world and into increasingly varied careers. Our challenge is to continue to
provide a multi-faceted alumni program with
a mix of services and opportunities to stay
in touch with the college and each other,
One way we're responding to your
requests for more regional events is by taking the annual Friends of Dordt dinner "on
the road." These evenings are an opportunity to connect with other alumni and
friends of the college and give thanks for
the way God has blessed Dordt and blessed
many of you through Dordt. This year we're
planning dinners in Western Michigan;
Pella, Iowa; the Twin Cities; and the Pacific
Northwest We hope you'll be able to join
us for an informative and entertaining
evening.
We're also considering ways to accommodate some of your other suggestions. You
can be sure that we'll be using the internet
for more communication and transactions in
the future, We'll also be looking at some
new ways to get alumni together-both onand off-campus, or perhaps on-line,
But you've also told us you'd like to hear
more about what your classmates are
doing--even some of their humorous remembrances or reflective thoughts of life at
Dordt. Hey, we'd love to hear them, too, so
dust off that old Signet or call your former
roommate( s) to trigger some memories.
Then write us about the experiences you had
together that makes Dordt the special place
it is for so many of you. Drop a note in the
mail or e-mail alumni Odordt.edu. We look
forward to hearing from you and sharing
your stories with other alumni in future
issues of the Voice.
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The "Heart
of Europe"
alumni tour

Regional
events

Arnold Keekkoek

Twin Cities
The Defenders (women and
men) play in the Northwestern
Basketball Tournament in St.
Paul, Minnesota, on November

I

told
myself I was going to be restrained
with taking pictures. I wound up shooting
twelve rolls, despite my resolve. Maybe
that sidelight illustrates how great this tour
turned out to be. Throw twenty-nine people
together, most of whom never met before,
even if all were Dordt alums, and the results
are unpredictable.
We quickly became one-all friends having
a good time and enjoying each other's company as we enjoyed the heart of Europe
together. We rode the bus, we hiked, we
laughed, we ate, we got tired-just as any
tour group would, but this became a special
group. OUf driver/tour director told someone
that he had led many tours, but he found this
group to be different and special, and he
wondered why. My answer is that we were
all Christians, and we all were linked to
Dordt College. We like to think that we
made a good witness for our God and our
college as we had great fun together.
Picking a highlight from a two-week
whirlwind tour of parts of seven countries
(The Netherlands, Belgium, Germany,
Austria, Italy, Switzerland, and France) is
well-nigh impossible. You'd probably get
twenty-nine different answers. Was it the
gorgeous

natural

scenery

in the Alps of

Switzerland or the Austrian Tirol, lakes like
Garda or Lucerne, or the boat trip up the
Rhine, with castles on every peak and vineyards running almost vertically up the slopes?
Or could it have been the art treasures in the
Louvre or in Antwerp's cathedral?
(It was a

thrill for me personally to see "in the flesh"
many things I'd shown on slides for years.
So impressive!) Was it the trip up the
Stanserhorn by cog railway and aerial gondola
on that beautifully clear day? Maybe it was

10-11.

Jst row [I-r] Albert and Frances (Haaa) Haak, Pieter van Konijnenburg (bus driver/tour guide), Shirley
(Tolsma) Gesink, Carol and Arnold Koekkcek, Elaine Zonnefeld, Sheryl (Miedema)Slegers. 2nd row: Earl
Heibult, Michelle Reibult, Richelle Bouwman, Jana (La Brenz) Van Dam, Tina (La Brenz) Chan, Marcella
Holwerda, John Slegers. 3rd row: Myra (Sybesma) Beibult, Jeanne (Koekkoek) Stierman, Dan and Barb
(Slegers) Ter Horst, Gert (Havehals) Blom, Arlene (Vanden Berg) Fortna. Norma (Vande Kamp) Nikkel,
Diane Schaap. 4th Row: Jerome De Sngter; John Stierman, Don Gesink, Gord Blom, Steve Fortna, Nelson
Nikkel, Ron Schaap

Paris, with its world famous landmarks like
the Eiffel Tower or the Arc de Triomphe.
Perhaps it was the Eiffel Tower itself. It was
delightful, too, to stop and wander through
the narrow streets of smaller
our lunch at sidewalk cafes.

places and eat
Then again,

maybe it was the food itself. Who'll forget
the mouth-watering
goodness of those great
hard rolls every morning or the special
lasagna in Venice? And every night a dinner
that featured

local cuisine.

For Carol and me it could have been the
special celebration of our 42nd wedding
anniversary
with our friends that evening in
St. Dizier, France. Great times with a great
group of friends, whom we'll long remember.
Come to think of it, maybe therein is the

was a compact car. He knew all the special
places and features we would want to see,

and he knew just how to get us there and,
no small accomplishment,
get us in with a
minimum of lost time.
Pieter made a point
of studying the history and facts about every
place we went, and rarely was there a question he couldn't instantly answer. Every tour
arrangement,
no matter how tricky or tough,
was managed

without

fuss or difficulty,

it

seemed. And besides all this, Pieter had a
wonderful sense of humor that was always in
evidence.
We loved him, and he seemed to
have a great time with us, too.

By the time we boarded the homebound

highlight.

plane in Paris, we were all saying we had had
a great time, but it was time to go home. I
think we were all "toured out." Give us

We had a driver/tour director who made
this a marvelous tour, too. Pieter Van

touring

Konijnenburg handled that tour bus like it

the Dordt family.

Del and Gwen (Droog) Groen ('69, ex '72)
recently started a boarding school for at-risk boys
called Redeemer Ranch. They live in Center,
Colorado.

Les Kuiper ('69) and Laura Kuiper ('95) both
became doctors within twenty-six hours of each
other. Laura graduated on May 19 as a medical
doctor from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and began her residency at Iowa Lutheran Hospital
in Des Moines the following month. Her father,
Les, graduated on May 20 with a Doctor of
Ministry to Marriage and Family from the Eastern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Philadelphia. He
is pastor of the First CRC in Oostburg, Wisconsin.
This summer, Duane Plantinga ('75) left his
position as administrator of an independent school
in.Duncan, British.Columbia. to become the executi ve director of the Asscdarton of Independent

Schools and Colleges in"AJberta(AISCA). Duane
and his wife, Sheryl (Scllrhtenboer, '75), now
live in Edmonton, Alberta, with their two younger
children who are in high school.
Mark Sybesma ('75), a resident of Hull, Iowa,
was elected county supervisor of Sioux County's
District 4.
Don ('76) and Mary Jane Ross live in Kalispell,
Montana, where Don is an owner of Robert W.
Ross Building Contractor, Inc. Their son Manny
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Ontario, Canada
The Blades take a road trip to
Ontario from January 8 - 15,
playing Calvin the evening of
the 15th. Be sure to support the
team and take in a game when
they come to your home town.
Merida, Mexico
Professor Apol leads a service
and learning trip to Merida,

Mexico,March 16-24,2001.
Reserve 1I spot by making a
$100 deposit by December '8..

another year, though, and I'd be ready to go
again, especially

with this group from

Travel
Programs
As more alumni find
themselves in the empty

Alumni notes
Harry der Nederlanden ('68) recently became
editor of Christian Courier, after teaching English
at the State University of New York (Buffalo) and
Redeemer College. Harry and his wife, Rose
(Mulder, '66), have four children and live in St.
Catharines, Ontario.

Wisconsin, Michigan,
Illinois
The Concert Choir travels
throughout the upper Midwest
during their semester break
tour January 6-15. Plan to take
in a concert when they are in
your area.
January ~Baldwin, Wis.
January 7-The Thin Cities, MinD.
January 8-Waupun, Wis.
January 9-0ostburg, Wis.
January to-Kalamazoo, Mich.
January ll-Holland, Mich.
January 12-G-rand Rapids, Mich.
January 13-South Holland, III.
January 14-Palos Heights, Ill.

nest stage of life we hope to
(23) became a big brother this past May with the
birth of their second son, Peter Lowell.
Jans and Denise (Kooi) Pops ('83, '82) live in
Edmonton, Alberta, with their six children.
Denise stays busy with homeschooling, and Jans
works at the Alberta Workers' Compensation
Board as a business analyst.
Valerie (Haarsma, '85) Green, after marrying
LaMont Green of Ogden, Utah, on January 15,
recently graduated with a Diploma of Christian
Studies from Salt Lake Seminary. She is currently
employed as an International Student Advisor at
the University of Utah.
Brian and Sheila (Vander Zee) Kruis ('85,
'92) moved this summer from Rolling Fork,
Mississippi, to Rehoboth, New Mexico. They
serve as dorm parents at Rehoboth Christian
School.

in an Age of Farm Crisis," in May of this year and
graduated in August with a Ph.D. from Northern
Illinois University in DeKalb. He and his wife,
Tamara (Mulder, '90), live in Orange City, Iowa,
with their one-year-old son, Kit. Keith is an
English professor at Northwestern College, where
Tamara is an associate director in the public relations department.

Edith Zuidhof-Knoop (ex '85) and her hus-

have been working in Puerto Rico with Christian
Reformed Wotld Missions since January 1994. For
the past three years, they have been planting a
church, la Iglesia Cristiana Refonnada Principe de
Paz (Prince of Peace CRC), in Bayamon, Puerto
Rico. They hope to move next year to Deerfield,
Illinois, where John will complete his doctorate at
Trinity International University. John and Angela
have three children: Juan Christian (5), Gabriel
Andres (3), and Adriana Veronica (14 months).
Renee (Miedema, '92) Eckberg lives with her
husband, Jim, and their four children in Oakfield,
Wisconsin. Renee stays home with Justin (6),

band, Art, recently swapped roles. In April, Art left
his job as mechanic to be at home with Janelle, 6,
and Joel, 4. Edith has returned to work full-time as
an addictions counselor and a collective kitchen
coordinator. They live in Edson, Alberta.
David Veurink ('86) was recently named senior
vice president of commercial lending at TCF
National Bank in Burr Ridge, Illinois.
Rick Abma (' 89) is the youth pastor at
Woodynook Christian Reformed Church in
Lacombe, Alberta. His wife, Joyce, stays at home

with their children, Elyse (6), Mikaela (4), Jonah
(2), and Kiara (4 months).
Keith Fynaardt ('89) defended his dissertation,
"Writing the Farm: The Agricultural Imagination

Steve and Deb (Buteyn, '89) O'Connell live on
eleven acres of land outside Colorado Springs,
Colorado. Deb is a behavior assistant for several
schools and also works part-time at a girls' group
home for at-risk girls. Steve is a civil engineer at
Peterson AFB.
Jeff Voorhees ('91) was ordained as pastor of
Pine Creek Christian Reformed Church in
Holland, Michigan, on September 24.

John and Angela (Vos) Wagenveld ('91,'91)

offer more opportunities

to

travel together-like this
past summer's trip to
Europe. It's obvious from

Mr. Koekkoek's report that
the group had a great time.
Alumni interested

in

other travel and educational
programs, should consider
joining Dallas Apol for a
trip to Merida, Mexico,
next March. Alumna
Darlene (Smit) Van Ee ('69)
and her husband, Jan, will
team up with Professor

Apol to introduce us to the
culture, history, and people
of Mexico. It will be a great
opportunity to continue
learning

and to reconnect

with Dordt friends.

Jayme (3), Joseph (20 months), and Jessica (5
months), while Jim works as director of Toys '.51'
Us in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

/
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Alumni notes

Keep in touch
Want to be in touch with
Dordt and other alumni on-line?
Send us your e-mail address.
We'll include you in
our on-line directory
(www.dordt.edulalumnil).
You can search for your frieuds
and classmates and use the
on-line form to let us know
about the big events in your
life. Be sure to let us know
when your e-mail address
changes so we can maintain
current e-mail addresses.

Mark your
calendar for
Homecoming!

February 10, 2001
Basketball,
Indoor Track,
Alumni Art Show,
Music and Magic with
Alumnus Art Atsma
Don't miss
this chance to
"come home"
to familiar faces,
athletic action and
extraordinary
entertainment.

Calvin and Trudy (Hoekstra) Maarhuis ('92,
'92) live with their nine-month-old daughter,
Madelyn, in Chilliwack, British Columbia. Calvin
works as a Dairy Nutritionist for Agro-Pacific.
Trudy works part-time as a kindergarten teacher at
Abbotsford Christian School.
Chris Van Ee ('92) graduated this May from
Duke University with a Ph.D. in biomedical
engineering. His dissertation was titled "Tensile
Properties of the Human Muscular and
Ligamenous Cervical Spine." After graduation,
Chris and his wife, Kelly, moved from Durham,
North Carolina, to Ann Arbor, Michigan. Chris is
now an assistant research scientist in the biosciences division at University of Michigan
Transportation Research Institute, focusing on
impact bio-mechanics and automobile safety.
Kelly, who has a masters of social work from the
University of Pittsburgh, enjoys working as a clinical social worker.

Brad and Lisa (Van Vuuren) Miedema ('93,
'94) are living in Lynden, Washington. Brad
teaches instrumental music at Lynden Christian
Schools, and Lisa teaches private violin lessons
and stays home with their two children, Brendan
and Brianna. Lisa also plays violin in the Whatcom
Symphony and the Whatcom Chamber Orchestra.
Brad recently completed-his master of music
degree at Western Washington University in
Bellingham, after studying music education with
an emphasis in conducting. The Miedemas are
active members of Bethel Christian Reformed
Church, Lynden.
Todd Zuidema ('93) graduated from Calvin
Theological Seminary in 1999 and is pastor of
Mayfair Christian Reformed Church in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. His wife, Leah (Schreurs,
ex '96), completed her master's in teaching
English (Michigan State University) last year
and has been an English teacher at Byron Center
High School, but she is taking a one-year
leave of absence to take care of their daughter,
Lindsey Ann (6 months). Leah will be teaching
English part-time at Grand Valley State
University.
Ian Gregg ('94) lives in Hawley, Pennsylvania,
where he is a wildlife biologist-working primarily
with waterfowl-for the Pennsylvania Game
Commission. He received his masters of science in
wildlife ecology from West Virginia University in

1997.
Heidi Kooi ('94) was recently promoted to
assistant press secretary in the city of Chicago's
mayoral press office.
Jonathan and Heidi (Veldman) Van Hulzen
('94, '95) live near Minneapolis, Minnesota, where
Jonathan is a supervisor at Memorial Blood Center.
Heidi is a special education teacher at Apple Valley
High School. They are parents to Connor William

(7 months).
Bradley Nyhof ('95) recently completed his
masters of education from Seattle Pacific
University.

Netz earns National
Distinguished
Principals award

the six private
school principals to receive
the award.

Netz says he
thinks a good
principal

Sonya Jongsma Knauss

L

ast month, Pella Christian School
Principal Dan Netz ('74) had an opportunity to present his philosophy of
Christian leadership to sixty-five of the best
principals from across the United States.
He joined principals from all fifty states,

Association

day-to-day
basis," he said.
Dan Netz

"If I didn't rely on

it would be a disas-

ter. God is not just leading me, but our
boards, our committees, and our teachers."

Principals sponsored by the U.S. Department
and the National

many issues I
deal with on a

God to give me guidance

including just six from private schools, in a
ceremony to honor National Distinguished
of Education

needs

to depend on
God daily.
"I know how

of

Elementary School Principals (NAESP).
They were honored October 6 at an awards
banquet in Washington, D.C.
Netz, who has been the principal at Pella

Netz gives credit to his excellent board
members and staff members and is grateful

he

has so many good people to work with.
In Washington D.C., Netz led a discussion
session for the principals called "The Heart
and Soul of Leadership." This was the part

Christian School for thirteen years, has also
served as principal at Inwood, Iowa; Lansing,
Illinois; and Jenison, Michigan, Christian

he was most excited
he got a chance

about, he said, because

to articulate

his world view

schools.

and explain the importance of having a guid-

Christian Schools International (CSl) sent
letters out to all K-8 principals, asking them

ing perspective on life.
"I see leadership as a calling,"

to nominate

"Leaders are expendable-God

their peers.

who nominated him.
"I'm very surprised

Netz doesn't know

us, but he chooses
by it all," he said.

and recommendations

to use us. We need to see

where God is working, and join him there."
The selection process for the awards fol-

"There are so many principals that I highly
respect that I think also could have won it."
CSI then narrowed their choice to four
principals and had them fill out an extensive
application, including five essays by the
applicant

he said.

doesn't need

lowed guidelines established by NAESP and
the department of education for determining
outstanding leadership. The guidelines
include: nomination by peers; demonstrated
commitment to excellence; evidence of sup-

from five

others. After CSI chose Netz, he became a

port by students, colleagues, parents, and the

finalist among others from organizations

community; high standards and expectations
for students and staff; and service as a principal for at least five years.

the Council

for American

in

Private Education

(CAPE). CAPE then chose Netz as one of
Carole Storteboom ('95) married Bill Marrin of
S1. John's, Newfoundland, this past August. They
now live in North Vancouver, British Columbia.
Carole handles long-term disability claims at
Great-West Life Assurance Co., and Bill is a business writer for an investment website.

Mark Vande Zande ('95) and his wife, Kim,
recently moved to Holland, Michigan, where Mark
is pastor at Noordeloos Christian Reformed
Church. Kim works in the accounting department
at Herman Miller.
Tereasa Van Zee ('95) graduated as a doctor of
osteopathy from Des Moines (Iowa) University
Osteopathic Medical Center. This summer, she
began her family practice residency at Broadlawns

Medical Center in Des Moines.
Jonathan Van Ee ('96) has joined the Wilson
Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati law firm in Palo Alto,
California, to practice corporate law in the technology industry.
Eri (Nakajima, '96) Van't Zelfde is the administrative assistant for United Airlines at Kent
County International Airport in Grand Rapids,
Michigan. Eri lives with her husband, Lee, in
Decatur, Michigan.

On May 13, 2000, Kristin Johnsou ('97)
was awarded her doctorate in physical therapy
(DPT) from Creighton University in Omaha,
Nebraska. She is currently seeking employment
in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, area.

Debra Alons lands role with Houston Opera
Sonya Jongsma Knauss

D

ordt alum Debra Alons ('83) is singing
a principal role with the Houston
Opera in the Czech opera Katya
Kabanova by Leos Janacek this fall. Alons
says she's enjoying the role of Glasha, who
serves as a maid to Katya Kabanova's

family.

Though the role is small, it is considered a
principal part. The opera, which opens October
27 and runs seven times, is sung in Czech.

"The music is very difficult, some of the
most difficult music I have heard or sung," said
Alons who has sung in the opera's chorus for
Debra Alons

twelve seasons. As a chorus member, she
would rehearse in the evenings and on weekends. Now, as a principal, she worked out a

deal that they only call her for rehearsal in the
afternoons

and evenings.

This allows her to

continue working part-time at her regular fulltime job, where she is an assistant to the legal
department at TeleCheck.
The opera has what Alons describes as a typical opera story line-a love triangle, between
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Katya, her husband, Dichon, and her love interest, Boris. In the end Katya feels so guilty
about everything that she drowns herself in the
Volga River.
"Not a very edifying story line," Alons

Wisconsin,

and Iowa to raise funds for

Christian schools and the English Language
Institute of China, a group that sends Christians
to China to teach English. Alons' father is a
Christian school administrator in Wisconsin,
and her brother-in-law
and sister, Bruce and

admits, "but unfortunately, in the opera world
there are not too many wonderful story lines."

Nikki Kuiper ('91,'89), teach in China.

Since graduating from Dordt, Alons, who
also earned a master's degree from Stephen F.

1991 on a scholarship she won to the American

Alons traveled to Austria and Germany

in

Austin State University in Nacogdoches, Texas,
has had many opportunities to put her music
degree into practice. She served for four years

Institute of Musical

as the interim music director at her church,

"I probably learned more in that time than I
did during six years of school," she said.

Spring Branch Church of the Nazarene, while
balancing a full-time job and singing in the
opera chorus. The church, which has about 650
members,

has an adult choir, a full orchestra,

a

handbell choir, and a children's choir.
Alons has performed in four principal roles
in opera. They include Confidante in Strauss'
opera Elektra, the mother in Puccini's Madame
Butterfly, and Mrs. Gleaton in Carlisle Floyd's
opera,

Susannah.

She has also sung concerts in California,

/

Studies, where she sang,

learned the language, and learned about the
opera system there.

Though

she never was able to do opera at

Dordt, she did learn how to persevere-"to
keep plugging away and not give up."
But more importantly, she says, "Dordt gave
me a good foundation in my faith. It is really
amazing

to me the number of times I get to

talk to other opera singers about the Lord.
The principle of being a witness for Christ
wherever you are really applies to singing at
the opera."
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De Yager wins
Ernst and
Young award

Future Defenders -------

Sally Jcngsma

eter De Yager ('71) readily admits that
he loves candy. And it's not just the

P

taste. Candy is the reason he's moved

from being a high school foreign language

teacher to the owner of a large and growing
company.
"You have to like what you're
it well," he says.

doing to do

The Foreign Candy Company, which De
Yager and his wife, Betsy, began as a small
business in the basement of their Hull, Iowa,

home twenty-two years ago, is now a multi-

Peter De Yager talks passionately about his work.

million dollar company that De Yager says
gives him the opportunity to make money for
God's kingdom. One of the kingdom causes
he's contributed to is Dordt College. At the

teacher at Western Christian High School in
Hull, Iowa, in the late 70s. Looking for a way

October groundbreaking
ceremony, De Yager
was thanked for his generous million dollar
lead gift for the new Campus Center.

De Yager's success as a businessman was
recognized this summer when he received one
of the Ernst and Young 2000 Entrepreneur of
the Year Awards for the Iowa-Nebraska
region.
De Yager is quick to give credit for his

company's success to the Lord, first of all, and
also to the people he works with.
"I think of it as a company award, not a

personal award," he says. At the same time he
takes his leadership role very seriously.
"When the Lord gives you these opportuni-

ties, he also gives you responsibilities," he
says. In a public way, the award gave him the
opportunity-and
also the responsibility, he
believes-to testify to the Lord who makes his
work possible. In his business. he believes, it
means treating people well, being honest, and
encouraging others to do their work well.

"In our business we say. 'Do things well or
not at all," he says, adding, "I've read predic-

tions that in the next twenty years one of the
big ways people will be brought to the Lord is
through Christian businesses and leaders." He
intends to use whatever means he can to make
that prediction come true.
The idea of the Foreign Candy Company
began when De Yager was a foreign language

Daryl and Jackie (Schippers) Vander Pol ('97,
ex '98) moved from Mount Vernon, Washington,
to Holland, Michigan, where Daryl works for Star
Excavating. Jackie is employed by Tim Glupker,
D.D.S. and cares for their son, Nolan.
Lynnette Witt ('97) graduated in May from
Adams State College in Alamosa, Colorado, with a
bachelor's degree in elementary education. She is
now teaching preschool/kindergarten in the small
community of Vilas, Colorado.
James De Boer ('98) moved to Paris,
Tennessee, this summer to become a part of The
Acapella Company. After serving for a year as a
road intern for the flagship group, Acapella, James
is now sound technician for the All Vocal Band, a
group that tries to reach high school- and collegeaged groups. James also is a booking agent for
AVB and Vocal Union, does radio promotions, and
tries to keep the studios clean.
Steven Kimble ('98) lives in Bloomington,
Minnesota, and works full-time at Seagate
Technology. He is working on his master's thesis
in electrical engineering.
This July, nearly 300 people--close to twenty of
them Dordt alums-gathered at Mill Creek (Calif.)
Resort for the wedding of Richard and Charity
(Lopez) Heerema ('98, '97). Richard and Charity
live in Davis, California, where Richard is attending graduate school in horticulture/agronomy.
Layton and Heidi (Petersen) De Vries ('99,
'99) moved to Grand Rapids, Michigan, where
Heidi is studying at Calvin Theological Seminary.
Layton is teaching junior high and high school
band and choir at Lansing Christian School.
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to earn some money while Betsy stayed home
with the children, the De Yagers decided to
import German candies for German clubs to
sell to raise money to go to Germany. They
purchased $10,000 worth of candy and mailed
an order form for. their candies to foreign language teachers. Almost immediately, the phone
rang off the hook. Within two years De Yager
left teaching to manage the business, which has
since expanded into three divisions: selling to
foreign language groups, selling to other fund
raising organizations,
and serving as a wholesale importer of foreign candy.
The business has had some hugely popular
products. The Foreign Candy Company was
the marketer for gummy bears from Germany
in the mid 80s. More recently, they have been
the source for the nearly-as-popular
Warheads.
And De Yager travels the world to find new
and innovative products to introduce.
De Yager is more surprised than anyone at
the tum his life has taken.
"Ever since I was in fourth grade I've
wanted to be teacher," he says. And it was a
hard decision to leave teaching. "But all of us
are teachers teaching people around us as we
do our work," he says today. In fact, he would
go so far as to say that the best teachers are
good salespeople. Which brings him full
circle-enjoying
God's blessing

what he is doing now thanks to
in his life.

Ben Saarloos ('99) is pursuing a master's
degree in mechanical engineering at University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is researching
solid propellants and rocket motors.
Jill Vossen ('00) is currently employed by
CaptionMax of Minneapolis as a caption editor for
closed captioning.

In memorium

_

Ian Gorter ('93) died peacefully on March 3 after
a courageous fight to recover from a severe brain
injury.

Marriages
LaMont Green and Valerie Haarsma ('85), 1115100
Steve O'Connell and Deb Buteyn ('89), 7/4/99
Chris Van Ee ('92) and Kelly Van Zomeren, 9/4/99
John Klomp!en ('92) and Janeen Ybema ('92),
6/24/00
David Klompien ('93) and Angela Dorey, 8119/00
Bill Martin and Carole Storteboom ('95), 8112/00
Daniel Kamstra and Anne Gerritsen ('96), 4/28/00
Cory Albers and Lennie Klug ('96), 5/26/00
Scott Zuiderveen and Tami Vander Woude ('97),
7/1/00
Richard Heerema ('98) and Charity Lopez ('97),
7/29/00
Jason Kimm ('98) and Yvonne Vaags ('98), 3/10/00
Arie de Jong ('98) and Tami De Haan ('99),
7/30/99
Layton De Vries ('99) and Heidi Petersen ('99),
7117/99

Don and Mary Jane Ross ('76) , Peter Lowell, 5113/00
Dan and Mary (N!bbelink) Reitsma (ex '77, '87), Jakob Garrison, 8/14/00
David and Rachel (Jansma, '82) Griess, Erika Dawn, 3/14/00
Charles and Carole Jansen ('83), Robert Charles, 7114/00
Jans and Denise (Kooi) Pops ('83, '82), Rebekah Grace, 5124/00
Randy and Cinda Vande Griend ('83), Nolan Mikel, 4/27/99
John and Karen (Niewenhuis, '84) Mansor, Caleb, 7/3/00
Dave and Rebecca (Muether) Vander Werf ('84, '88), Jonathan William, 4/30/00
David and Marcia (Kros, '85) Sinke, William Benjamin, 4/26/00
Bruce and Laura (Vanderbrug, ex '85) Vanden Akker, David Arthur, 3/8/00
Mark and Elsie (De Jong) Bousema ('86, '87), Luke Arie, 6/30100
Don and Jackie (Van Tol) Vander Zee ('86, '84), Garret Lee, 4/18/00
Paul and Vonda (Hoogland) Kooima ('87, '87), Kaycee Grace, 5/11/00
Mark Kuiper ('87) and Ellen Roza, Elze Fiene, 9/16/00
Calvin and Sandra (Meyerink) Vaags ('87, '87), Brandon Calvin, 117100
Brian and Angela (Bosch) Smits ('88, '96), Samuel Dalton, 8/23/00
Tim and Patti (Vant HolT) Van Denend ('88, '88), Anna Kristine, 4/11I00
Rick and Joyce Abma ('89), Kiara Liane, 6/27100
Arnold and Yvonne (Sikkema, '89) Kamerman, Kyle Gerrit, 06109/00
Phil and Janita (Beukens) Minderhoud ('89, '90), Janessa Helinda, 8122199
Martin and Sharilyn (Veenstra) Tel ('89, '89), Sarah Tineke, 4/26100
Mike and Kerry Vander WeI ('89), Michael Marcus, 4118/00
Kirk and Pam Veenstra ('89), Kyle Ryan, 2/1100
Chuck and Kimberly (Cuperus) Adams ('90, '89), Hannah Elizabeth, 8126/00
Richard and Kelly (Vegler) Brouwer ('90, '90), Kara Yvonne, 417100
Rusty and Rhinda (Jansen, '90) Kramer, Tanner David, 11/2/99
Fred and Sue (Nyenhnis) Likkel ('90, '90), Madra Danae, 8/25100
Roland and Mary (Bos, '90) Ritzema, Janelle Marie, 10/25/99
Jim and Gina (Heersink, '90) Rutgers, Beth Sharae, 5/23/00
Pete and Brenda (Ten Pas) Van Der Puy ('90, '88), Cameron Jon, 611100
Douglas and Deborah Altena ('91), Rachel Deborah, Michael Wayne, 3/10100
Stuart and Amy Bokhoven ('91), Grace Elizabeth, 7/25/00
Jeff and Janine (Buffinga) Burgsma ('91, '91), Hannah Grace, 1/4/00
Bruce and Megan Disselkoen ('91), Grant John, 4/25/00
Mark and Julie (Vande Voort, '91) Roose, Luke Thomas and Levi Julian, 5/30/00
Rob and Teri (Nikkel, '91) Vos, Ben James Nikkel, 5/28/00
John and Angela (Vos) Wagenveld ('91, '91), Adriana Veronica, 8121/99
Kevin and Tonya (Dryfltont, '91) Wiekamp, Adrianne Grace, 7110100 (Seoul, Korea),
adopted 10125/99
Paul and Neva (Dehne) Dyk ('92, '91), Madelyn Sophia, 4/9100
Jim and Renee (Miedema, '92) Eckberg, Jessica Faith, 5/10/00
Calvin and Trudy (Hoekstra) Maarhuis ('92, '92), Madelyn Nicole, 1124/00
Ed and Debora (Bakker) Minderhoud ('92, '92), Cody Alexander, 5/20100
Jeff and Jill (Visser, '92) Schemper, Chandler Nicole, 6116/00
Tom and LeeAnn TenCate ('92) , Thomas Lee, 711100
Terry and Ann (Wichhart, '93) Blackford, Dylan James, 5/26/00
Grant and Pam Breems ('93), Nathaniel Garret, 8/1/00
Gary and Cindy (Thininga, '93) Bruton, Thomas, 612/00
Kevin and Janice (Haak, '93) Driesen, Dana Nicole, 10/21/99
Brad and Lisa (Van Vuuren) Miedema ('93,· '94), Brianna Rose, 8/3/00
Todd and Sharon (Yonker) Nanninga ('93, '93), Maria Renae, 4114100
Anthony and Dawn (Van Prooyen, '93) Tice, Paige Nicole, 5/30100
Darin and Gloria (Bolkema) Veltkamp ('93, '93), Alex Christine, 5/14/00
Eric and Clarinda (Griffioen) Westra ('93, '94), Taryn Anneke, 6/29/00
Doug and Brenda (Groenendyk, '93) Wichhart, Nicole Renae, 7/2/00
Todd and Leah (Schreurs) Zuidema ('93, ex '96), Lindsey Ann, 4121/00
Kerry and Donna (Rickett, ex '94) Keck, Nathan Andrew, 5119/00
Dave and Carisa (De Jong) Krikke ('94, '96), Brandon Joel, 05/26100
Cliff and Kristi (Vander Meer, '94) Lim, Andrew Reynaldo, 11/3/99
Lee and Tracey (Van Voorst) Roose ('94, ex '95), Sean Michael, 11/27/99
Darryl and Karen Ten Pas ('94), Derek Jay, 4112/00
Jonathan and Heidi (Veldman) Van Hulzen ('94, '95), Connor William, 3122/00
Troy and Sheri (Sytsma) Bruxvoort ('95, '95), Cailie Jade, 7/14/00
Joel and Deb (De Jong) Krikke ('95, '95), Collin Joel, 7122/00
Rodney and Kerry (Bolkema) Lamfers ('95, '95), Emma Rose, 7119/00
Eric and Denese (Nikkel) Rowe ('95, '95), Hannah Faith, 4123/00
Timothy and Dawn Stetson ('95), Devin Timothy, 2/1 0100
Travis and Alecia Rayhons ('96, '97), Carolyn Marjorie, 8123/00
Newton and Barb (Droog) Truwbridge ('96, '92), Shayla Suzanne, 612100
Eric and Sally (Ebels) Baas ('97, '97), Olivia Kathryn, 2/25100
Brian and Melissa Gnlker ('97), Emma Nicole, 8/17/00
Dave and Libby Te Grotenhuis ('97), Josie Marie, 2113/00
Daryl and Jackie (Schippers) Vander Pol ('97, ex '98), Nolan Jacob, 4119/99

CORRESPONDENCE CLIPPING
We at Dordt College are interested
in hearing how you are doing and
what kinds of events are happening
in your life. Please fill out the
coupon below and mail to: Alumni Association,
Dordt College, 498 4th
Ave. NE, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250 or e-mail voice@dordt.edu.
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